
Dear Class Member, 

Theresa May will be resigning soon as prime minister of the United Kingdom, after numerous 

failed attempts to make arrangements for "Brexit," Britain's exit from the European Union. 

Because her struggles highlight questions of when to make concessions and when to hold to 

one's position, compromise will be the focus of our next class. 

If you wish to start thinking about our topic in advance, below is some introductory material. 

 

 

UK Prime Minister Steps Down After Failing to Deliver 

Compromise Vision of Brexit 

The Wired Word for the Week of June 2, 2019 

In the News 

After the United Kingdom voted in a June 2016 referendum to leave the European Union, 

Theresa May became prime minister. Making arrangements for Britain's exit from the EU, a 

move nicknamed "Brexit," was her number one job, but she failed at the task. On May 24, she 

announced that she would resign as her party's leader on June 7, making way for a new British 

prime minister later this summer. 

In a speech in front of 10 Downing Street, the prime minister's residence, May said she had done 

her best but was unable to convince members of Parliament to back her compromise vision of 

Brexit. In her remarks, she said that compromise was not a dirty word. "I believe it was right to 

persevere even when the odds against success seemed high," she said. 

May is the second woman to serve as Britain's prime minister, with Margaret Thatcher being the 

first. According to The Washington Post, both May and Thatcher were ousted in part because 

they could not find agreement within the nation (or even within the Conservative Party) about 

how the UK should be in relationship with Europe. Other Conservative prime ministers, 

including David Cameron and John Major, have also struggled with this issue. 

May succeeded Cameron, who announced his resignation the day after the 2016 Brexit vote in 

part because he campaigned for Britain to remain in the EU. "But May too voted to 'Remain,'" 

observed Fox News, "leading to fears from Brexiteers that she was not the right person to step in 

and craft Britain's departure." For more insights into Brexit, see The Wired Word lesson for July 

3, 2016. 

May's resignation comes after years of negotiating, in secret, a Brexit withdrawal deal with the 

EU. Her deal was rejected three times by the House of Commons, with many members of her 

Conservative Party refusing to support her. When she offered a revised version of her Brexit plan 

in late May, the plan was rejected resoundingly by numerous lawmakers, including members of 



her own cabinet. May's political problems may stem from her retreat from her original statement 

that "no deal was better than a bad deal," and her offer of deals that included unacceptable 

compromises on the part of the UK. 

The next prime minister will probably be someone who favors the prospect of a "no-deal Brexit," 

meaning a departure from the EU without a transition period and based on a relationship 

governed by World Trade Organization rules. According to The Washington Post, some 

economists have predicted that such an abrupt change would wreak havoc in both the UK and 

Europe. Other economists note that about half of UK trade already falls under WTO rules, and 

believe that the disruptions will be short-lived.   

"Two to three years ago, the vast majority of Conservative MPs would have regarded a no-deal 

Brexit as impossible or highly irresponsible," said Rob Ford, a political scientist at the University 

of Manchester. "Now, it’s unlikely you'd be elected as the next prime minister without some 

level of commitment to that approach." A no-deal Brexit is the purest version of a British exit, 

and is growing in popularity with the British people, despite the chaos it might cause. Theresa 

May favored a negotiated withdrawal, one that involved compromises with the EU. 

The current favorite to replace May is Boris Johnson, a "pro-Trump Brexiteer." A flamboyant 

politician known simply as "Boris," he once said, "My chances of being PM are about as good as 

the chances of finding Elvis on Mars." And yet, he now has a good chance of becoming the next 

prime minister, according to opinion polls. 

Marcus Roberts, international projects director at a polling firm called YouGov, predicted that 

May would be remembered as a leader who negotiated a decent Brexit deal with the EU. "She 

may have had the right intention, and she may have even got the best thing for Britain," he said. 

"But it isn't enough if you don't know how to count in Parliament and you don't know how to sell 

in public." In short, May's failure was that she wasn't able to play the political game effectively. 

"It is difficult not to feel for Mrs. May," said Nigel Farage, the leader of the Brexit Party, to The 

Washington Post, "but politically she misjudged the mood of the country and her party." The 

Brexiteers could take charge and "see what they can do to break the Brexit impasse," says Fox 

News. Even members of the Conservative Party will be concerned about losing voters if they do 

not elect someone who is sufficiently pro-Brexit. 

Some EU policymakers fear that a new British prime minister will arrive with unrealistic 

expectations about what concessions the Europeans are willing to extend to the UK. Most EU 

leaders feel they have already gone as far as they will go, and that Britain will have to make 

some concessions before the country departs from the EU. So despite the desire of many Britons 

for a no-deal Brexit, some compromises might still be required. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Theresa May to Resign, Make Way for New Prime Minister, After Brexit Failures, The 

Washington Post 



As Theresa May Steps Down, Pro-Trump Brexiteer Boris Johnson is Favorite to Succeed Her, 

Fox News 

Applying the News Story  

The Brexit process raises questions of when to make concessions and when to hold to one's 

positions. Think of areas of your life in which you are willing to compromise, and areas that are 

non-negotiable. 

The Big Questions 

Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. Politics has been described as "the art of the possible," meaning that politics focuses on what 

you can actually get done, instead of what is right or best. What is the role of compromise in 

politics? In what areas should politicians not compromise? 

2. What beliefs do you see as non-negotiable in the Christian faith? Where is diversity of opinion 

acceptable and perhaps even desirable? 

3. Methodism's founder John Wesley said, "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in 

all things, charity." What are the advantages and disadvantages of such an approach? 

4. When have you been involved in a negotiation in your community of faith? Describe the 

process and the outcome. 

5. When does your practice of the Christian faith call you to hold firm and when does it lead you 

to meet in the middle? When is compromise a "dirty word," and when is it not? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in 

advance for background: 

Genesis 18:16-33 

Joshua 10:28-43 

Matthew 23:23-36 

Acts 15:1-21 

In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions, as 

well as talk about other questions you may have about this topic. Please join us. 
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