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Our Episcopal 101 class, a four-week series offered once or twice a year, is a basic introduction to Episcopal worship 
and practice, and an introduction to our parish. One of my favorite sessions is the discussion of the Church Year, featur-
ing an overview of the cycle of seasons. To explain the Church Year to someone who has never been part of a church 
that honors the liturgical calendar, I often compare the Church year to the secular calendar year. Both calendars are  
cyclical; both are seasonal; both have holidays – they work the same. But I love the fact that our Church Calendar is so  
out of sync with the secular calendar. The secular calendar begins at the very beginning – January 1, but the Church 
Year begins on the First Sunday of Advent, and that date varies, based on Christmas Day. We say that Christianity is 
counter-cultural, and our Church Year is certainly one way we live that out. The Church Year keys in on two main 
events in the life of Jesus – birth and resurrection – Christmas and Easter.  The rest of the Church Year is molded to fit 
around those two dates.   
 

The idea of a “Church Year” or “Church Calendar” is not unique to Christianity.  In fact, in chapter 23 of the Book of 
Leviticus, God lays out the calendar for the Hebrew people, specifying a day of rest each week, and then listing various 
feasts the people are to observe. Our Church Calendar unites us to our Christian brothers and sisters around the globe 
who also keep the church calendar.  If we pause to think about the significance of a feast day or season, we’ll be remind-
ed of Jesus’ earthly life and ministry.  And traditions around the Church Year that have developed over the millennia 
enrich our lives and remind us of the roots of our faith. 
 

The season of Advent will soon be upon us (if it isn’t already here as you read this). Advent is a busy time at St. Alban’s, 
and there is much to do. Our Advent Quiet Morning on Decem-
ber 2 might be a nice, quiet, contemplative way to start the sea-
son. How often do we sit and just “be?” Come and set aside three 
or four hours to bask in the mystery of “the Word made flesh.”  
December 10 will be the first service of Lessons and Carols 
we’ve done in a few years. It will be a wonderful, comforting 
way to spend an hour on a cold, Sunday evening.  
 

The following Sunday, December 17, we will be hosting the  
Samaritan Ministry Christmas Party, providing a celebratory 
Christmas meal for Samaritan Ministry program participants  
and their families. If you’re not familiar with the program,  
Samaritan Ministry helps improve the lives of more than 1,000 
people who are homeless or otherwise in need through training, 
coaching and mentoring in a supportive and caring environment.   
 

On December 23 St. Alban’s will begin hosting our area’s home-
less who are seeking shelter from the cold through the Fairfax 
County Hypothermia Shelter. For the week of December 23-30, 
we’ll need teams to prepare evening meals for 20-30 residents. 
This is a great family event, or an opportunity to team up with 
friends or neighbors, to help those less fortunate. As Deacon 
Theresa said in her sermon on Christ the King Sunday, we are 
called to care for others in our community. 
 

Finally, December 24 is an awkward date this year as it is, at  
the same time, the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve. To 
try to cut down on the Christmas Eve chaos, we’ll be greening 
the church on Saturday morning, December 23 at 9:00 am. All 
are invited to help hang garland and wreathes and place poinset-
tias to ready our church for the birth of our Savior. 
 

I wish you a blessed Advent season – a time of waiting and ex-
pectation.  And I wish you a most joyous Christmas. -Fr. Jeff 
 

Our 2017 Bazaar raised over  
$14,000 for St. Alban’s missions.  

Thanks Nancy Calvert, Sue Mairena and all!  
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The Warden’s Pen 

Stewardship Sunday Buffet On November 19 after each service, parishioners enjoyed a delectable buffet of 
brunch items prepared by parishioners Ronnie Hardcastle and Ben Robles, who put the “stew” in Stewardship! 

Thank you, THANK YOU, to everyone who turned in a pledge card! We will continue on our Journey to Generosity as  
a church and a community. We will be generous with our time, energy, effort, money and love throughout the coming 
year and well into the future. We will worship together and work together to do the work God has given us to do. How 
exciting and how wonderful! If you have not yet filled out and turned in your pledge card, it is not too late! There are 
pledge cards in the rack by the sanctuary doors if you have mislaid the one we sent to you. Also in that rack are copies  
of the 2017 Narrative Budget so you can see how the gifts you give are put to work for God and His people.  

 

Finally, this will be my last year running the Annual Campaign, which means that God is calling one of you to step up 
and take the reins. Fear not. God will help. Please contact Fr. Jeff to discuss your participation. 
 

Your gifts of time, talent, and treasure are always appreciated. Thanks so much.                              - Allison Blanchard 

 

 

 

Stewardship 

A big thank you to Allison for running our stewardship campaigns for the past several years! 

I like the uniqueness of this week – the memories of Thanksgiving are strong and comforting, and there are still a few 
leftovers in the refrigerator. And taking hold in my mind is the knowledge that Advent and Christmas are just around  
the corner. Once again I’ll need to balance feelings of expectation and wonder for the birth of Christ with the temporal 
expectations of Christmas gifts and decorations and planning family celebrations.   
 

My thoughts are likely shared by those of you reading this. Individually we made the decision to join the faith com-

munity of St Alban’s so we add to our lives this holiday season our part in the work our church has committed to do.  
We are off to a great start as once again the members of our parish answered the call for food and volunteers to serve 
Thanksgiving dinner at Lockwood House. Thank you!  Not only did we bring joy to 85 residents, but the smiles on our 
faces suggested we benefitted as well. 
 

In December we will serve meals at Poe Middle School, fill backpacks with food for children at Belvedere Elementary 
School and lead services of Holy Eucharist at Sleepy Hollow Nursing Home. We will participate in Wreaths Across 
America at a national cemetery, host the Samaritan Ministries Christmas party and shelter the homeless as the hypother-
mia program gets underway. I hope all of us will arrange our schedules to participate as best we can. 
 

The programs named above have been vetted by your Vestry. We take on these programs because we are a church  
community committed to outreach. These programs ask for our time, our skills and our financial resources, and the  
Vestry takes seriously our responsibility to be good stewards. On December 6 your church leadership will join together 
and begin to build our budget for next year. Salaries need to be paid, supplies purchased, maintenance contracts re-
newed, and we want to have the funds to continue these programs and others. Our tremendously successful Christmas 
Bazaar was a big help to ensuring these programs will continue. But we also need to know that monthly pledge money 
will be there to pay bills.  In this season of celebration and giving, please be sure we have a pledge card from you.   
 

Thank you!  Merry Christmas.                                                                                 -Linda Cummings, Senior Warden 
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   Ps = Psalm; Thess = Thessalonians; Rev = Revelation; Matt = Matthew; Zech = Zechariah; Gen = Genesis; Sam = Samuel 

 
Daily O�ce,  
Year Two begins  
on 1 Advent, 
3 December 2017 

    12/1 
AM Ps 140, 142 
Isaiah 24:14-23 
Matt 20:17-28 
PM Ps 141, 143 
1 Peter 3:13-4:6 

12/2 
AM Ps 137, 144 
Micah 7:11-20 
Matt 20:29-34 
PM Ps 104 
1 Peter 4:7-19 

12/3  

AM Ps 146, 147 
Amos 1:1-5,13 – 2:8 
Luke 21:5-19 
PM Ps 111, 112, 113 
1 !ess 5:1-11 

12/4 

AM Ps 1, 2, 3 
Amos 2:6-16 
Matt 21:1-11 
PM Ps 4, 7 
2 Peter 1:1-11 

12/5 

AM Ps 5, 6 
Amos 3:1-11 
Matt 21:12-22 
PM Ps 10, 11 
2 Peter 1:12-21 

12/6 

AM Ps 119:1-24 
Amos 3:12 – 4:5 
Matt 21:23-32 
PM Ps 12, 13, 14 
2 Peter 3:1-10 

12/7 

AM Ps 18:1-20 
Amos 4:6-13 
Matt 21:33-46 
PM Ps 18:21-50 
2 Peter 3:11-18 

12/8 

AM Ps 16, 17 
Amos 5:1-17 
Matt 22:1-14 
PM Ps 22  
Jude 1-16 

12/9 

AM Ps 20, 21 
Amos 5:18-27 
Matt 22:15-22 
PM Ps 110, 116, 117 
Jude 17-25 

12/10 

AM Ps 148, 149, 150 
Amos 6:1-14 
Luke 1:57-68 
PM Ps 114, 115 
2 !ess 1:5-12  

12/11 

AM Ps 25 
Amos 7:1-9 
Matt 22:23-33 
PM Ps 9, 15 
Rev 1:1-8 

12/12 

AM Ps 26, 28 
Amos 7:10-17 
Matt 22:34-46 
PM Ps 36, 39 
Rev 1:9-16 

12/13 

AM Ps 38 
Amos 8:1-14 
Matt 23:1-12 
PM Ps 119:25-48  
Rev 1:17 – 2:7 

12/14 

AM Ps 37:1-18 
Amos 9:1-10 
Matt 23:13-26 
PM Ps 37:19-42 
Rev 2:8-17 

12/15 

AM Ps 31 
Haggai 1:1-15 
Matt 23:27-39 
PM Ps 35 
Rev 2:18-29 

12/16 

AM Ps 30, 32 
Haggai 2:1-9 
Matt 24:1-14 
PM Ps 136 
Rev 20:1-6 

12/17 

AM Ps 63, 98 
Amos 9:11-15 
John 5:30-47 
PM Ps 103 
2 !ess 2:1-3, 13-17 

12/18 

AM Ps 41, 52 
Zech 1:7-17 
Matt 24:15-31 
PM Ps 44 
Rev 3:7-13 

12/19 

AM Ps 45 
Zech 2:1-13 
Matt 24:32-44 
PM Ps 47,48 
Rev 3:14-22 

12/20 

AM Ps 119:49-72 
Zech 3:1-10 
Matt 24:45-51 
PM Ps 49, 53 
Rev 4:1-8 

12/21 

AM Ps 50 
Zech 4:1-14 
Matt 25:1-13 
PM Ps 59, 60 
Rev 4:9 – 5:5 

12/22 

AM Ps 40, 54 
Zech 7:8 – 8:8 
Matt 25:14-30 
PM Ps 51 
Rev 6:1-17 

12/23 

AM Ps 55 
Zech 8:9-17 
Matt 25:31-46 
PM Ps 138, 139 
Rev 6:1-17 

12/24 Christmas Eve 

AM Ps 45, 46 
Baruch 4:36 – 5:9 
Matt 1:1-25 
PM Ps 89:1-29 
Philemon 2:5-11 

12/25 Christmas 

AM Ps 2, 85 

John 3:31-36 
PM Ps 110, 132 
1 John 4:7-16 

12/26 

AM Ps 66, 67 
1 Sam 2:1b-10 
Luke 1:26-28 
PM Ps 116, 117 
Titus 2:1-10 

12/27 

AM Ps 72 
2 Sam 7:1-17 
Luke 1:39-56 
PM Ps 111, 113 
Titus 2:11 – 3:8a 

12/28  

AM Ps 80 
2 Sam 7:18-29 
Luke 1:57-66 
PM Ps 146, 157 
Galatians 3:1-14 

12/29 

AM Ps 93, 96 
Baruch 4:21-29 
Luke 67-80 
PM Ps 148, 150 
Galatians 3:15-22 

12/30 

AM Ps 24, 29 
Gen 3:8-15 
John 3:16-21 
PM Ps 8, 84 
Rev 6:1-17 

12/31 

AM Ps 93, 96 
1 Sam 1:1-2; 7b-28 
Luke 2:22-40 
PM Ps 34 
Colossians 1:9-20 

      

“The idea of some set form of Office…is based on a realistic 
assessment of human beings and of our prayer potential. We 
do not always pray with spontaneity and ease, nor should 
our prayer depend on the way we feel. Prayer which is so 
based on feelings is unstable and lacks depth. The Office is 
a form of prayer which is independent of our feelings, 
though, of course it is often accompanied by, and arouses, 
deep feelings and emotion.” (Kenneth Leech, True Prayer) 
 

As of this writing, we have completed three full weeks of 
Morning Prayer services, and are well on our way to com-
pleting a fourth. We meet every weekday, Monday through 
Friday, at 8:00 am in the Chapel (downstairs, across from 
the nursery.) A small group of faithful folks attend regular-
ly, and a few others join us via live video on our Facebook 
page. We’ve welcomed a few occasional visitors as well. 
Personally, I am very grateful for this small but faithful group of prayer partners. The days I’m unable to attend 
seem somehow incomplete. There is something powerful about grounding our days in prayer and psalms and hear-
ing God’s Word.  
 

I warmly invite you to join us, as able, whether in person or via technology. You may be surprised at how it im-
pacts your life!                                                                                                                                  -Fr. Paul                  

Fr. Paul represented St. Alban’s at the November 21  
Annandale Ecumenical Thanksgiving service hosted this 
year by Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church. Fr. Paul is shown 

here fourth from left with four of the 14 participating cler-
gy persons.  

From the Assistant Rector 
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CHOIR NOTES                       

December 3. Martin How (b. 1931) is the son of the late Most Reverend John C.C. How, Primus (Presiding Bishop)  
of the Scottish Episcopal Church. An organist, teacher and choral conductor as well as a composer, Martin How spent 
much of his career at the Royal School of Church Music, where he specialized in training young singers. In 1993 he 
was awarded an MBE (Member of the British Empire) for his services to church music.  We will be singing his anthem, 
Advent Message, the text of which is drawn from Revelation 22:20 and Isaiah 40:3. 
 

December 10 (10:15 am). When we hear about the great English composer Benjamin Brittten (1913-1976) during the 
Christmas season, we usually think of his Ceremony of Carols. But this Sunday we will sing A New Year Carol, which 
Britten set to a text by an anonymous author. Britten received private musical education from the noted composer Frank 
Bridge, and then studied at the Royal College of Music. He composed works in a variety of genres, including a great 
deal of vocal and choral music, both sacred and secular. He is the only serious rival of Handel as an English composer 
of operas. 
 

December 10 (6:00 pm).  Later in the day we will have our own “ceremony of carols,” or rather a service of lessons 
and carols, a tradition dating from 1880 and devised by Edward Benson, Bishop of Truro (in Cornwall) and later Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. The most famous of these services is the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols initiated by King’s 
College, Cambridge in 1918. Many of us have heard some of the annual radio broadcasts of this Festival. Our service 
will feature seven lessons and carols, some familiar, some not.   
 

December 17.  Orlando Gibbons (1853-1625), the preeminent English musician of his generation, was born in Oxford 
and graduated from Cambridge University. In 1605 he was appointed organist of the Chapel Royal, and in 1623 he  
assumed the same position at Westminster Abbey. Gibbons’s contemporaries highly esteemed his talents as an organist.  
His compositional output was modest: about 40 anthems, two sets of service music, madrigals, some organ pieces, 
chamber music and a few other works. We will be singing Gibbons’s anthem, This Is the Record of John, based on John 
1:19-23. 
 

December 24. Charles Wood (1866-1926) was born in County Armagh, Northern Ireland and educated at the Royal 
College of Music and Cambridge University, returning to teach at both institutions.  In 1924 he succeeded Sir Charles 
Villiers Stanford as University of Cambridge Professor of Music. His anthem, Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary, is an arrange-
ment of a 17th century Italian carol. The text is by G.R. Woodward (1848-1934), an English Anglican priest, poet and 
musician who wrote the words to Hymn #192 in our Hymnal, the tune to which was also arranged by Charles Wood. 
 

December 31.  The choir will take its traditional after-Christmas break.                                          -Clarence Zuvekas 

 

Building Update 

Let there be light!  
 

Parish hall lights are being installed as we go to  
press! Upon initial installation, the lights will turn  
on and off, but an enhanced control feature will be 
installed in December to allow for dimming of both 
the up-lights and the down-lights. -Betsy Anderson 
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It’s December already! I think each semester has gone by faster than the last.  
 

Perhaps this is true of this current semester as time marches on towards  
the dreaded General Ordination Exams (GOE’s). I, along with my class-

mates at Virginia Theological Seminary and those in their senior year of 
study at other seminaries across the country, will take the GOE’s during  
the first week of January. The exams are taken over the course of the week 
with questions pertaining to each major field of study covered in seminary 
(Church History, Ethics, Liturgy, etc.). We have three and one half hours  
to answer each question.  
 

For many of us this is the last real box to check in the process toward  
ordination. With that in mind as well as the structure of the exam itself, 
GOE’s can be intimidating. I have often heard that if you made it this far 
GOE’s are simple. While that sentiment is often intended to ease anxiety,  
it may only raise it. I myself am not particularly concerned about them, but 
they are looming and more and more of the conversation here at school is 
focused on them.  
 

Please keep me and all those who are preparing for these exams in your 
prayers in these coming weeks.                                      -Seminarian Adam 

Focus Groups for Improvement Projects 

    Sunday, December 3  
 

(Following 8:15 am and 10:15 am services) 
 

 

Have you ever envisioned St. Alban’s in the 
year 2020 (or beyond)?  Is it a place where the 
Annandale community gathers for events? Or 
where the less fortunate find a hot meal and a 
place to seek shelter? Or where children’s 
laughs fill hallways?   

 

Or where people come to learn a job skill or 
incubate a new business opportunity? If you 
have ever pondered what St. Alban’s means to 
you and what St. Alban’s could be, we need 
your ideas! 
 

Signs of progress abound and a buzz is building 
over the 2018 St. Alban’s Capital Improvement 
Projects!  On Sunday, December 3, Project 
Committee and Capital Campaign Committee 
members will hold two Focus Group meetings 
in the parish hall, one after each service. Com-
mittee members will present the latest infor-
mation on the building projects and will seek 
input from the Parish regarding their vision for 
how these projects can enhance our mission 
here at St. Alban’s. 
 

We look forward to your great ideas and input!  
If you are unable to make the Focus Group  
meetings but would like to provide input and 
help define the vision for the improvement pro-
jects, please contact Bill Calvert on email at  
billandnancycalvert@verizon.net.                                          

Inbreaking Love  

 

I enjoy this time of year. The sunrise seems bolder. The afternoon 
sunlight makes the trees seem to glow. To my eyes, the shadows  
and the light contrast differently at this time of year than at others; 
very appropriately for the liturgical season. This time of year, the an-
cient prayer, O Gracious Light (Pho hilaron) becomes part of my dai-
ly practice (Book of Common Prayer, p. 118). The words remind me 
that the brightness of God’s love is constantly breaking into a very 
dark world.  

 

The Scripture readings for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany are filled 
with contrasting images—darkness and light, fear and comfort, antici-
pation and revelation. They contain messages of hope through the 
steadfast faithfulness of God and in the transforming power of God’s 
love.  
 

This time of year is often one of stark contrasts for our neighbors who 
are trying to make ends meet or are homeless. As always, St. Alban’s 
will be busy in December. I invite you to join us as we celebrate and 
share God’s Incarnate Love when we host the Samaritan Ministry 
Christmas party on December 17 and serve as a hypothermia shelter 
from December 23-30 for people who live on the street. Come meet 
Christ and be Christ among our neighbors.               -Deacon Theresa  

 

 

 

Samaritan Ministry Christmas Dinner  
December 17, St. Alban’s Parish Hall 

 

 

 

St. Alban’s will host the 2017 Samaritan Ministry Northern Virginia 
Christmas Dinner December 17. Participants and graduates of the 
Next Step program and families will be invited to the dinner and have 
opportunity to “shop” for donated gifts for their children. St. Alban’s 
supplies the meal, the space, and some volunteers. We’ll be joined by 
volunteers from other Episcopal Churches who will donate gifts.  
Sign-up sheets are available in the narthex. Contact Deacon Theresa 
if you have questions or would like to assist with coordination.  

From the Seminarian 

See Building Update page 4 

From the  Deacon 
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BETHANY HOUSE  
CHRISTMAS  

GIFT COLLECTION   
Through Sunday, December 3 

 

 

 

Please place gifts in the  
designated box in the nar-
thex. Gift cards and checks 
(made out to Bethany House 
of NOVA) may be left in the 
church office. Thank you for 
making Christmas a little 
happier for these families!    
                -Nancy McSlarrow 

 

- 

Our Organist, the Award-Winning Jinsun Cho 

 

Our own very accomplished organist Dr. Jinsun Cho delighted us 
with a selection of majestic organ music at a November 5 Muldoon 
concert. Her program included the highly challenging BachSonata 
No.1, Buxtehude, Handel, Reger, and even Gershwin! A delightful 
evening of organ music!  
 

We thought you’d enjoy knowing more about our very talented  
organist, Dr. Jinsum Cho, so we are providing her bio for your  
information.  

 

Jinsun is a versatile and critically-acclaimed organist and has  
been praised by The Organ for her “distinguished interpretation,” 
“sensibility,” and “brilliant technique.”  Dr. Cho’s experience  
spans performance, accompanist, musical leadership and academic 
roles in the Baltimore and Washington DC areas, and her native 
South Korea. She has appeared in concerts throughout the United 
States, South America, Europe, and South Korea, performing at  
National Shrine and Spivey Hall in the US, St. Bavokerk in 

Netherlands, Sct. Hans Kirke in Denmark, St. Stephen’s Cathedral 
in Austria, Tyn church and St. Ignatius church in Czech Republic, 
Renaissance Baroque Festival in Bolivia, Sejong Center for the  
Performing Arts, Seoul Arts Center and Young-San Art Hall in  
South Korea.  

 

Jinsun holds the Bachelor of Music Degree from Yonsei University 
in Seoul, Korea. During her undergraduate program, she studied  
extensively at the North German organ school with internationally-

renowned organist Piet Kee and Ewald Kooiman in Netherlands, 
also organ construction in Italy, Germany, Switzerland and Nether-
lands.  After receiving the Master of Music degree with Lynn Taylor 

Hebden Prize in performance and Graduate Performance Diploma from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, she completed the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Organ Performance from the Catholic Uni-
versity of America in Washington, DC, and worked with Donald Sutherland (organ), Webb Wiggins (harpsichord) and 
Joel Wizansky (piano).   

 

Jinsun has won prizes in many prestigious competitions including the Arthur Poister Competition, the San Marino  
Competition and the Strader Competition.  She has served on the music faculties of Yonsei University, Mokwon Univer-
sity in South Korea, and the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.  Dr. Cho is currently the organist at St. 
Alban’s Episcopal Church, assistant director of the Capitol Hill Chorale and also serves on the music faculty at 
Georgetown University.  

 

Jinsun lives in Rockville, MD with her son Joseph. St. Alban’s is so lucky to have this wonderfully talented lady as our 
organist! 

Jinsun performed for Muldoon concert goers  
on November 5. 

Passages 

 

Long-time parishioner, Mary Miller  
died on October 26. A burial service 
will be held at St. Alban’s on Decem-
ber 10 at 2:00 pm.  
 

Please keep Mary's loved ones in  
your thoughts and prayers. 
 

Receive, O Lord, your servant Mary  
into the arms of your mercy,  

into the blessed rest of everlasting 
peace, and into the glorious  

company of the saints in light." 

10th Annual ACCA Winter Clothing Drive 

November 27 - December 2, 2017  
and January 1 - 3, 2018 

 

 

Pease consider donating useable outerwear gar-
ments including winter jackets, sweaters, hooded 
sweatshirts, gloves, scarves and wool hats to be 
shared with the day laborers, homeless men and 
women at the shelters and Safe Haven day care  
and children at the ACCA Child Development  
Center.  
 

Contact Don and Mary Lee Di Spirito at 703-256-

9513 or email ddmld@verizon.net for information 
and/or pickup arrangements. Federal tax receipts 
are available for donations. Thanks for helping! 
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Youth Group News 

 Brave youth group members survive paintball outing on November 19. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

  
Twelve youth group members “worked” the 
polls on a cold rainy election day, selling 
almost $1,000 worth of coffee and donuts to 
early voters to support their summer mission 
trip to Appalachia. Who can resist a Krispy 
Kreme? Great job, kids!  

Reflections on the Diocese of Virginia  
223rd Annual Convention  

 

“To You All Hearts Are Open” from the Collect for  
Purity was the theme of the Diocese of Virginia’s 223rd 
Annual Convention held on Saturday, November 4 in 
Richmond. The annual meeting was moved to a time of 
year when snow would not threaten. The one-day meet-
ing was held at Christ Church, Glen Allen, Virginia. It 
was quite a feat to host 350 members of the clergy and 
lay delegates from 180 parishes. 
 

What went on at the Diocese of Virginia Convention?  
We have written about some of the highlights. The vari-
ous committees and regions presented their reports. New 
clergy and candidates for the priesthood were announced.  
Representatives from the congregations in our Diocese  
voted to elect clergy and lay members of the Standing 
Committee (Betsy Anderson is a current member.) 
 

Bishop Johnston spoke passionately during his pastoral address about the clergy’s presence at the demonstrations in 
Charlottesville in August. Our own Deacon Theresa was part of the ecumenical clergy group who witnessed the events. 
The Bishop reminded us that “whatever we do, we may not, we must not be quiet in the face of evil during this era of  
our lives together.” 

 

We also heard discussions and voted on eleven resolutions. Some of the issues raised included combatting wage theft  
of workers by employers, expansion of the Richmond Transit routes to underserved areas in Richmond and Central  
Virginia, support of the 2015 Paris Climate Accord and inclusion of transgender persons in our churches, schools and 
camps.   
 

However, in our opinion, the resolution calling for the election of an additional Bishop Suffragan was most unique and 
important to our Diocese. Assistant Bishop Ted Gulick announced that he will retire at the end of this year. Although  
he was part time, the Diocese needs another full time bishop to replace him. A new Suffragan Bishop would be joining 
Suffragan Bishop Susan Goff. There will certainly be more news about this topic forthcoming in the Virginia Episco-
palian. There were also several tributes to Bishop Gulick. He will be missed.  
 

The Convention concluded with the Service of Holy Eucharist with Bishop Shannon Johnston as celebrant and Bishop 
Gulick at homilist.   
 

It was a privilege for us to represent all of you. God willing, we will continue our service as your representatives next  
November at the 224th Convention in Richmond.                                                                      -Cathy Casey and Fay Froh 

 

Our St Alban's delegates at diocesan convention in Richmond  
in November: Cathy Casey, Fay Froh, Fr. Paul and Betsy  

Anderson. Not shown, Fr. Jeff. 
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St. Alban’s Bazaar November 18 

 

 

The bazaar is over, the financial results tallied, the stalls taken down and now we can all relax – until next year. But first, 
a big thank you to everyone who participated in the bazaar by planning, donating items, publicizing, inviting friends, 
shopping, cooking, decorating and setting up and tearing down. More than 100 volunteers came together to make this 
year’s bazaar a great success! It’s always amazing to us the number of parishioners that support the bazaar.   
 

In addition to reaching out to our neighbors and shining God’s light in our little corner of Annandale, we had a record 
breaking year and raised $14,073.26 that will be used to support our outreach ministries! This year we utilized the court-
yard and had a moon bounce, popcorn, hot cider and candied pecans. The kids thoroughly enjoyed spending time outside 
and the parents enjoyed shopping knowing that their children were safe and having fun! We also had a pre-art sale this 
year and sold raffle tickets early to folks that couldn’t join us on bazaar day. 
 

We enjoyed working with all of you and appreciate your efforts. Most of all, we appreciate being part of such a vibrant 
community that works together to do good things in the service of Christ. Please remember, there is no donation of time, 
talent or treasure that is too small to make a difference!                                               -Nancy Calvert and Sue Mairena 

Thanks to many volunteers who made our bazaar a success and a big special big thank you to Nancy and  
Sue who made it all come together! (and thanks to hubbies Bill and Doug for their support and hard work!) 
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Baptism of Hazel Margaret Pierce 

 

Hazel Margaret Pierce, daughter of Seminarian Adam 
Pierce and Laurie Pierce, was baptized on November 6 
on the Feast of All Saints. Hazel’s Godparents are Joshua  
and Jenna Daniel. Through the sacrament of Baptism we 
are initiated into Christ’s Holy Family. Blessings to little 
Hazel, our newest St. Alban’s Christian!  

December Birthdays 

 

Darren Cummings  1 

Bob Fones              1 

Nana Howton         1 

Elizabeth Maguzi   1 

Margaret Pendley   1 

Hugo Perina            1 

Tom Tsui                1 

Tammy Gaines       2 

Horacio Sobol        2 

Susan White           2 

Blaine Jackson       3 

Lillian Mundy        3 

Christina Russell    5 

Wesley Smail         5 

Jennifer Aument     6 

Barbara Hallman    6 

 

 

Edmund Keiper         6 

Cathy Knowles         6 

Ingrid Schwart          6 

Zinnah Wiles            6 

Ann Ryder                8 

Nick Russell            11 

Alicia Ryder            11 

Cheryl Sinsabaugh  17 

Jim Kilby                 19 

Salome Metzger       21 

Jack Lesko               22 

Michael Sinsabaugh 23 

Mary Daymont         24 

Hannah Hilke           25 

Barbara Chatelain    26 

Vicki Cox                 28 

 

 

Adriana Daggle         28 

Sheila Massey           28 

Grant Leersnyder      29 

Dave Hamnett           30 

Melinda Patterson     30 

Ann Zuvekas             30 

Mary Anne Daymont 31 

 

December  Lunch 
Bunch  

December 1 

Clyde’s at Mark Center  
11:30 am.  

 

Contact Joyce Aument  
joycekayta@aol.com or  

(703) 534-4927 
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The Benistes have moved! 
 

 

Congratulations to The Rev. Jean Beniste, wife Monica and daughters  
Annelise and Solange Beniste on their move to Indiana. Fr. Jean is now 
serving as the Canon for Latin Ministry at Christ Church Cathedral in  
Indianapolis. He was attracted to the Cathedral by the daily prayer life 
among the staff and the intercultural spirit. He likes to use his gift of  
language to be part of this staff. Jean enjoys sharing with congregants and 
staff members about culture and diversity.  
 

Prior to this move, Jean and family lived in the Boyton Beach, Florida area 
and Jean was the Priest in Charge at Holy Redeemer Church in Lake Worth.  
 

The Benistes moved in August and are settled in their new home at 3634 
Sommersworth Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46228. Monica served as St. Alban’s 
administrative assistant during the time Jean was in Seminary at VTS in 
Alexandria prior to their move to Florida.  
 

Best wishes to the Beniste family on this next adventure of their lives.   
 

Thanksgiving at Lockwood House November 23  

Thanks to Linda Cummings who lead this event this year and to all the many volunteers who made it happen!  
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   Book Discussion Group 8:30-9:30 am Room 11 held on 2nd Sunday of the month;   
   For information, please contact: Kristi Potts, email: pottsk123@gmail.com  

 

Youth Group Gift Wrapping during services all Sundays before Christmas 

 

November 29 Study of the Book of Exodus  
Wednesday evenings starting November 29 6:30 pm 

 

December 1 First Friday Lunch Bunch Clyde’s on Beauregard;  
contact Joyce Aument for reservations  

 

December 2 Advent Quiet Morning 8:00 am to noon in the church 

 

December 3 Children’s Sermon with visit from St. Nicholas 

Focus Groups for Improvement Projects following both services  
                        Caregiver’s Support Luncheon Room 11 

                   Contact Deacon Theresa for further information 

 

December 10  Mary Miller Funeral 2:00 pm  
                        Lessons and Carols  6:00 pm 

 

December 16 Wreaths Across America Family Ministry event 
 

     Samaritan Ministries Christmas Party, St. Alban’s 2:00 pm  
 

December 23 Greening of the church 9:00 am 

December 23—30 Hypothermia Shelter and Dinner  
St. Alban’s hosting 

 

      December 24 (4th Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve)   
Morning Prayer  8:15 am     

Holy Eucharist 5:30 with program of music at 5:00 pm 

Holy Eucharist  11:00 pm   
                                       

               December 25 Christmas Day Holy Eucharist  10:15 am  
 

December 31 Holy Eucharist, one service only  
 

January 7 Epiphany Pageant 

December Calendar Highlights 

Fay Froh lights a memorial candle at  All Soul’s 
Day service on November 2. 


