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From the Rector 

 

 

Ice Cream Social September 2  

 

Come say “goodbye summer; hello fall!”  
‘ 

Ice cream after both services; time it right and you can eat twice!  

Convention and our Prayer Book 
 

During the Episcopal Church’s National Convention in July, there was 
considerable press coverage about the lively debate over changing our 
Prayer Book. The Washington Post headlined an article, “Is God male? 
The Episcopal Church debates whether to change its Book of Common 
Prayer.” Of course, some who left comments on the Post’s article, and 
comments on other websites that reported on this dialogue, too, seemed 
to believe that just engaging in this debate spells the end of the Episco-
pal Church as we stray further and further from God’s truth. 
 

When all was said and done, there seemed to be confusion as to what 
actions General Convention actually took. Thanks to misunderstand-
ings, and, in some cases irresponsible reporting, rumors have abounded 
that we are no longer allowed to refer to God as “him,” “he,” or “his.” 
The discussion was generated by a resolution (2015-A169) submitted  
at the 78th General Convention in 2015, in which the Standing Commis-
sion on Liturgy and Music (SCLM) was tasked with preparing a plan 
for the revision of the Book of Common Prayer, to be reported back to 
the next (2018) General Convention. The 2018 General Convention 
agreed to continue the ongoing work of Prayer Book revision with the 
creation of a diverse, 30-member Task Force which will report back in 
three years (2021).  General Convention also agreed to “memorialize” 
our current, 1979 Book of Common Prayer, meaning that using the current Prayer Book will always be an option for our 
worship life. Bishops are also encouraged to “…engage [their] worshiping communities in experimentation and the crea-
tion of alternative texts…” and to report back to the Task Force on the experiences communities and individuals have 
with these liturgies. 
 

The resolution passed this summer was wide-ranging – it included a request that the Task Force submit proposals that 
would simplify the process of creating new liturgies that reflect the reality of our ever-changing world, as well as order-
ing the SCLM to create new translations of the BCP, and all future liturgies, into Spanish, French and Haitian Creole. 
 

To anyone not familiar with the Episcopal Church or the Book of Common Prayer, the above must sound like much ado 
about nothing. But to those who pray, worship and live with our Prayer Book, it is an important avenue in our relation-
ship with God. We have opened those particular, dusty-red books every Sunday for over 30 years. Our Prayer Books are 
dotted with the splashed waters of our children’s baptism. We have sought solace in the words of the burial rite as we 
said farewell to friends and loved ones. Our Prayer Books automatically open to page 355 because we have found com-
fort in the beautiful, familiar Sunday prayers.  

 

Our Prayer Book plays a major role in the development of our spiritual lives and our growth as Christians. As Episcopali-
ans (and Anglicans) we acknowledge that how we pray shapes how we believe, and so changing our Prayer Book will 
always be a sensitive subject. I invite you in the coming days and weeks to think about prayers that have touched you in 
some way or have brought you comfort. Or think about ways the Prayer Book falls short in your spiritual life. And then  
I invite you to share your thoughts with Fr. Paul, Deacon Theresa or me. We’d be delighted to hear your thoughts and 
your experiences with the Prayer Book.                                                                                                                  -Fr. Jeff 

Fr. Jeff gave a mini Episcopal 101 sermon on 
August 6 in which he explained the symbolism 

of the clergy garments, the eucharist table  
setting, the Eucharist and the passing  

of the Peace. 
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The Warden’s Pen 

 

 

Muldoon Concert Series 
 

The Instrument of Kings 
September 9; 4:00 pm 

 

Come join us for the first Muldoon concert of the 
season! Free and fun!  
 

The Instrument of Kings features accomplished 
performers trumpeter Chuck Seipp and organist 
Randall Sheets. Their performances have included 
concert series at the Washington National Cathe-
dral, The West Point Cadet Chapel, New York, 
and the Franciscan Monastery, Washington D.C., 
as well as Chicago, Wisconsin, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Iowa, South Dakota, 
Minnesota, Maryland and Virginia.  
 

Their wide-ranging program will cover works 
from the 17th through 20th centuries, European 
and American, to include Handel, Vivaldi,  
Schumann, Mussorgsky and Stephenson. Follow-
ing is a reception with light refreshments and  
conversation with Drs. Seipp and Sheets. (Dr. 
Sheets was a former St. Alban’s Music Minister).  
 

Greetings as we move into fall. Children are heading back to 
school and we at St. Alban’s are gearing up for Sunday 
School and Ministry Sunday. Before you know it, it will be 
time for the Bazaar! 
 

I am so thankful we have a new parking lot. There is still 
some landscaping that needs to be done. but it looks so much 
better. Thanks to everyone on the Parking Lot committee,  
especially Betsy Anderson and Kit Ryan for all their hard 
work. 
 

We had an amazing VBS. Kudos to Ann Gates and Melanie 
Jillson for heading this up and all our volunteers (both adult 
and teens) who make this a fun and successful week for area 
kids. (See story on pg. 10 about our volunteers). 
 

The Griffin Academy has vacated and The Village school has 
moved in. I’m very excited about our new tenants and look 
forward to working with them. 
 

The Hurricane Relief benefit raised a grand total of $2,964.64 
for Episcopal Relief and Development.  It was a fun day with 
interesting talent and amazing food. Many thanks to Harry 
Baisden for having the idea and coordinating the talent.  
 

During Fr. Jeff’s sabbatical, I was genuinely impressed and 
awed with how much all of our volunteers do for St. Alban’s. 
Ministry Sunday is coming up on September 9. This is an  
excellent opportunity to explore and appreciate all the differ-
ent ministries of St. Alban’s. Please take time to discover 
what we do as a congregation and maybe even sign up for 
something new.                                           -Nancy Harrell 

Parking Lot is DONE! We finally got our 
parking lot paved—decades in the making! On 
July 16 and 17 the parking lot was closed to all 
for asphalt milling and resurfacing. What a nice 

fresh face on our physical plant!  

Ministry Sunday  September 9  
Come explore the many ministries of St. Alban’s 

Following one service only at 10:15 am 

Choir Loft Rail 
 

If you attended our annual meeting in February, you may recall that  
I gave an update on a much needed safety improvement in our  
sanctuary---replacing the choir loft rail. St. Alban's received a very gen-
erous, anonymous donation from a concerned parishioner who wants to 
make sure the choir loft rail gets replaced. I put together a design com-
mittee made up of Nancy Harrell (our senior warden), John Clements 
(junior warden), Fr. Paul and Linda Cummings (past senior warden).  
 

Our hope was to have the work completed by the end of the summer, 
but it looks like we're not going to make that target date. While discuss-
ing plans with our contractor, we brought up the possibility of replacing 
the altar rail at the same time so that we would have two matching "rail" 
features in our church--the choir loft rail and the altar rail. But, because 
of the "odd" shape of our altar rail and sanctuary (in particular, the unu-
sual right-angle turns at both ends of the rail), this seemingly simple job 
became much more complex and expensive. The total bill for both jobs 
exceeded $32,000. Needless to say, the committee experienced some 
sticker shock. 
 

While I would still, very much, like to update the altar rail so it that will 
match our new choir loft rail when it is installed, right now the cost is 
prohibitive. I sent our contractor back and asked for a single quote to 
complete the original work as planned--a new, safe railing for the choir 
loft. I'm happy to discuss both of these projects with you at any time, 
and would certainly love to hear any creative funding ideas you might 
have. In the meantime, stay tuned for a new choir loft rail in the coming 
months.                                                                                      -Fr. Jeff 
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What We Do With What We Give:   

 

Stewardship 

SECOND STORY 

Founded in 1972 as "Alternative House," Second 
Story supports young people by stepping in at criti-
cal moments, providing safe shelter and offering 
opportunities to grow and thrive. Located in the 
greater DC area, its programs include an emergency 
shelter for teens in crisis, long-term housing assis-
tance for homeless youth and young mothers and 
community-based after-school programs and family 
resource centers. Second Story envisions a community where all young people 
are safe, live in a nurturing environment and have the opportunity to reach 
their full potential. 
 
 
 

Every moment of Second Story’s work requires a wide variety of resources, 
both material and financial. From providing rent subsidies to offering daily 
meals, they rely on outside support not only to provide day-to-day assistance 
but to give hope and long-term support so that young people can thrive. Ap-
proximately half of the resources they need to operate comes from individuals, 
the faith community, civic groups, businesses and private foundations through 
monetary contributions, in-kind donations and volunteer work.   

For the past six years, they have earned a four-star rating from Charity Navi-
gator, an organization that measures the effectiveness and financial steward-
ship of nonprofits. These four stars signify “strong financial health and com-
mitment to accountability and transparency,” and place them in the top four 
percent of nonprofits nationwide. 

Due to the generosity of parishioners at St. Alban’s and the budget approved 
by Vestry and Budget Committee, the St. Alban’s Outreach Committee is able 
to provide a financial contribution to Second Story.  For more information, see 
their website at second-story.org or contact Moira Skinner. 
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  

6800 Columbia Pike,  
Annandale, VA  
703-256-2966   

www.stalbansva.org        

“Now into the World” 
 

“Now into the World” is this year’s Diocesan theme for its annual pro-
gram of ministry and stewardship. It is taken from our post-communion 
prayer in which we ask the Lord to “send us now into the world…to love 
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart.” It’s probably a 
largely overlooked part of our liturgy, mainly because we’ve begun to 
think about the rest of our daily agenda  now that services are quickly 
drawing to a close. But it’s a part of our communal prayer life that  
deserves the focus the Diocese has given it for the coming year. After  
all, service to one another, to our neighbors, and to strangers around the 
world is at the heart of the Great Commission.  
 

From the perspective of the Stewardship Committee, we obviously would 
like to see this commitment to “go now into the world” reflected in your 
annual pledge of financial support to Saint Alban’s. Financial strength 
allows us to expand the array of programs and services that we have  

chosen to prioritize. But perhaps even more importantly, going into the world to serve the Lord requires your time and 
talents. We are a vibrant parish in this regard, and many of us commit significant time and effort to the work we have 
been given to do. If, however, you feel you have extra time or special skills that you believe the Lord has been nudging 
you to share, be sure to stop by on Ministry Sunday, September 9 to find out all the ways St. Alban’s can use whatever 
you have to offer to go into the world and make it a better place for our families and friends.                         -Ron Vogel 
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CHOIR NOTES                       

 

 

From the  Deacon 

Sharing Our Gifts 
 

What are your gifts? What are the gifts found in our community? I recently attended a 
training offered by Episcopal Relief and Development and The Episcopal Church. The 
training, Called to Transformation, is designed to help leaders within parishes and the 
Church reconsider how we approach our community work. The process is a way to  
recall the intersection of justice and mercy, while walking humbly with community  
members as we together identity the dreams for a better community. The method uses 
learning conversations and group discussions to discover the gifts and assets that exist 
within the community and to map them.  

 

This way of thinking may not seem so different from the way we approach our com- 
munity-focused ministries at St. Alban’s. Our ministries begin with a vision of what a 
better community looks like with a focus on sharing our abundance. We consider our  
gifts and what we have that can be shared with others.  

 

Called to Transformation occurs as we embark on a new program year. At the ministry fair, we’ll offer information 
about ministries inside and outside St. Alban’s walls. During the fair and afterward, you’ll be asked to consider what 
gifts you have and how you want to use them. If you like to plan and organize, our Samaritan Ministry Christmas Party 
is one example of a way to share your gift. Opportunities to teach, mentor and work with people through Belvedere  
Elementary School, Sunday School, Poe Middle School, ACCA Sponsored Refugee Resettlement and Sleepy Hollow 
Nursing Home and more will be available. Join the ACCA furniture delivery team and meet our neighbors who receive 
the donations. 

 

Challenge yourself this year to look at different ways you can use your gifts for St. Alban’s and the community.  
Together, let’s challenge ourselves to dream about a better community.                                               -Deacon Theresa  
 

 

September 9, We begin the 2018-19 choir season by singing Praise the Lord, from the oratorio Judas Maccabeus by 
George Frideric Handel (1685-1759). During the period 170-160 BC, Judas Maccabeus led the Jewish revolt against  
the occupation of Israel by the Seleucid (Hellenistic) Empire, which sought to destroy the Jewish religion and insist that 
all worship Zeus. The oratorio concludes joyously after news arrives that the Roman Empire had decided to ally itself 
with the Israelites. Another gem in this oratorio is See, the Conquering Hero Comes, the tune to which is better known 
to us as Thine Is the Glory, an Easter hymn that ought to be in our Hymnal. Handel composed Judas Maccabeus in 
1746, five years after Messiah. 
 

September 16. The sacred music of British composer John Rutter (b. 1945) has enjoyed great popularity in both Britain 
and the United States. Rutter studied music at Clare College, Cambridge. In 1983 he founded The Cambridge Singers, 
an ensemble he continues to conduct. In addition to his conducting and composing—of secular as well as sacred  
music—Rutter has made significant contributions to music as an arranger and editor. The text of this Sunday’s anthem,  
Be Thou My Vision, is from an unknown Irish writer who lived sometime around the 8th century. It was translated by 
Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and versified by Eleanor Hull (1860-1935). The music is Rutter’s own, not the more familiar 
tune to Hymn 488 in our Hymnal; and Rutter sets all five verses to music, whereas Hymn 488 omits verses 3 and 4. 
 

September 23. Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) was born in Nuremburg, Germany. He studied for 15 months in Venice 
with Andrea Gabrieli, musical director at St. Mark’s Cathedral, thanks to contacts made by a Nuremburg merchant.  
He also became friends with Gabrieli’s more famous nephew, Giovanni, who introduced him to other local composers.  
Hassler left Venice in March 1585 to provide music for the wedding of a member of the well-known Fugger family in 
Augsburg, and became the family’s chamber organist in 1586. In 1595 he was elevated to the nobility and took the 
name “Hassler von Roseneck,” which sounds like “pinko redneck” but undoubtedly means something else. Hassler  
returned to Nuremberg in 1600, moved to Ulm in 1605, then in 1608 was appointed chamber organist to the Elector of 
Saxony in Dresden. We will be singing the Agnus Dei from one of his masses..  
 

September 30.  Our anthem this Sunday is The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee, by the London-born composer William  
H. Harris (1883-1973). The text is from Psalm 145, v. 15-20. In his lifetime Harris was better known as an organist and 
choirmaster (his admiring choristers called him “Doc H”) than as a composer; but his organ and choral compositions are 
significant contributions to 20th century English church music. Harris became a fellow of the Royal College of Organists 
in his teens and during 1946-48 served as its president. He also directed the Oxford Bach Choir (1926-33) and taught 

organ and harmony at the Royal College of Music (1923-53).                                    -Clarence Zuvekas 
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Thank you  
for your generous school supply 

donations to Bethany House!  
 
Molly Chilton, our new Bethany 
House coordinator, and family  
delivered 10+  brand new backpacks 
to Bethany House in August to help 
with school supplies for homeless 
women and their children. Each  
backpack was stuffed to overflowing  
with school supplies. Thank you!  

Medical Supplies for Our Little Roses Home for Girls, Honduras 
  

First aid supplies and nonprescription medicine will be collected in the narthex until September 14.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  For safety and legal reasons, St. Alban’s will send only new, unopened items. If you prefer 
 to contribute cash or by check, please contact Jo or Larry Hodgin or Chris Peck. 

Youth Group at King’s Dominion August 15—A fun way to say goodbye to summer!  

Blessing  
of the Backpacks,  
Students, Teachers 

and School staff 
August 26 

 
Fr. Jeff blessed students 
and teachers, school work-
ers and backpacks on 
Sunday August 26.  
 

Shown here is the blessing 
at the 10:15 am service of 
students Sam, Heath, 
Emma, Robby and Ben. 
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Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2018  August 6-10  

 
 

A big round of applause to Melanie Jillson and Ann Gates for stepping up to administer this year’s VBS! We had  
45 little students this year. Thanks also to the many volunteers who helped make this year another big success. See 
page 10 to learn more about our volunteers! VBS is a wonderful outreach to the greater Annandale community.  
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Bless our missioners! 
Delores Baisden 
Harry Baisden 
Ted Blanchard 
Maddy Clune 
Shawn Clune 
George deFilippi 
Bennett Dillard 
Matt Dillard 
Owen Dilworth 
Liv Findorff 
Nadia Fitzcharles* 
Landon Gates* 
Warner Gates* 
Nana Howton 
Felix Howton 
Robby Larson-Ensinger 
Jack Lesko 
John Lesko 
Julia Lesko 
Fr. Paul Moberly 
Allison Perina 
James Perina 
Emily Rutherford 
Fr. Jeff Shankles 
Yeison Shultz* 
Emma Solem* 
Darius Zorin 
Victor Zorin 
 * denotes a member  
of Peace Lutheran. 

July 8-13 Youth Mission Trip  Hurley, Virginia  

Missioners brief parishioners on their mission trip experiences at the July 15 10:15 am service 

Missioners hard at work in Hurley 
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A labor of God’s love and blessings. 
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Erick Acosta 
T.J. Anderson 
Donna Archer 
Delores Baisden 
Harry Baisden 
Cathy Casey 
Elizabeth Cheek  
Jane Cheek 
Molly Chilton 
Linda Cummings 
Olivia DePasquale 
Sophia DePasquale 
Nell Dillard 
Pam Ellsworth 
Fay Froh 
Ann Gates 
Warren Gates  
Carlos Guzman 
Barbara Hallman       
Allison Hansgate 

Melanie Jillson 
Sam Kilby 
Jim Kinder 
Zoe Kinder 
Cathy Kroohs 
Nadine Krutzky-Mitchell 
Fr. Paul Moberly 
Kay Lusk 
Dottie Ninde 
Melinda Patterson 
Allison Perina 
Niko Sanchez 
Fr. Jeff Shankles  
Emma Solem 
Pastor Sarah Scherschligt 
Tammy Thomas  
Sarah Traum 
Mary Trice 
Tom Tycz 
Fran Walinsky 

Thank you VBS volunteers for a job well done!  
A huge thank you to all our VBS volunteers for a very loving and heartfelt 
VBS sponsored by St. Alban’s and Peace Lutheran Church!  
 

Below, most of our volunteers pose for a group photo before they enjoy a  
end-of-school pizza lunch, after cleaning up. Clean up included unwrapping, 
cutting apart, folding, stacking and loading 150+ large boxes (see right) into 
Carlos’ truck for recycling. The boxes, all wrapped by our teachers and  
volunteers, were used as fun giant blocks. In addition to volunteers listed 
below, many children of our volunteers also helped break down the boxes.  
 

Below are some of our teen helpers assisting Fr. Jeff in a lesson about sheep: 
Sophia DePasquale, Zoe Kinder, Allison Hansgate, Niko Sanchez, Erick Acosta and Sam Kilby. The teens’ help 
was invaluable throughout the school. The little kids relate well to the young teens. Also shown are Fr. Jeff with Pastor 
Sarah Scherschligt of Peace Lutheran Church. Finally, our troubadour and music leader Harry Baisden.  
 

Our volunteers wrapped and unwrapped boxes, tended to the needs of little kids, gave them treats, played fun games with 
them, planted succulents, led them in Godly play and Bible lessons, sang and danced, created fun obstacle courses, made 
hundreds of cute little sheep and hid them all over the playground, made wonderful arts and crafts and generally just 
made a great fun time for the kids. Congratulations and thank you to our coordinators, Melanie Jillson and Ann Gates.  

Kids helping to break down the big boxes! 
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Passages    
Marie Knight, mother of parishioner Kitty Wildes and mother-in-law of    
David Wildes, passed away in July.   

 

Alice Hamnett, mother of parishioner David Hamnett and mother-in-law of  
Wendy Cleland-Hamnett, died in August. Wendy’s mother Elizabeth Cleland, died 
earlier this year. 
 

Please keep the Wildes, Cleland and Hamnett families in your thoughts  and prayers. 

 

"Receive, O Lord, your servants Marie, Alice and Elisabeth into the arms of your mercy, into 

the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light." 

September Birthdays  

Fay Froh 1 
Renee Martin 2 
Jean Kaminski 3 
Zack Dilworth 4 
Grace Gelman 5 
Zack Russell 5 
Declan Chilton 6 
George DeFilippi 6 
Catherine Hilke 7 
Troy Ware 9 
Kathryn Zimmerman       9 
Shawn Clune 10 
Camille Stern 11 
Ron Vogel 12 
Lydia Talamante 13 
John Lesko 15 
Mary Trice 15 
Betty Petersilia 16 
Penny DeFilippi 17 
Allison Perina 17 
Derrick Deck 20 
Mackenzie Caceres 21 
Casey Cummings 21 
Emily Rutherford 21 
Robyn Leersnyder 24 
Macgregor Bickel 27 
Mike McCaffree 28 
Nancy Gamber 29 
Art Deverill 30 
Katilyn Mairena 30 
Sandy Trumbull 30 

 

Sleepy Hollow Nursing Home Volunteer Dinner  
 

Parishioners who volunteer at the Sleepy Hollow Healthcare Center were treated to a thank you dinner in June. It was 
also an introduction to the new services, renovations, and development of community relationship by the Center, now 
under new management. Thank you volunteers for your support and dedication to the residents of Sleepy Hollow who 
count on you for ongoing church services. Your mission is a labor of love!  

 

In photo (on left): Cole Lieberthal and his mom April Kreller; Liz and John Clements, Steve Lusk, Bill Calvert,  
Kristi Potts,  Ezedube Eze, Executive Director of Sleepy Hollow Healthcare Center, the Assistant Executive Director 
of Sleepy Hollow Healthcare Center, and Olivia Devereaux. (on right): Weber Ivy, Camille Stern,  Delores and Har-
ry Baisden, Nancy Calvert, Robyn Leersnyder, Kay Lusk and Roxanna Williams, Activities Director, Sleepy Hol-
low Healthcare Center.  Not shown, Deacon Theresa, photographer. 

      ST ALBAN’S CHRISTMAS BAZAAR—NOVEMBER 17 
 
 

Consider volunteering for St. Alban’s annual Christmas Bazaar! The bazaar provides a 
welcoming atmosphere and allows our neighbors to see how Christ works in our parish 
community. The bazaar is also an excellent place to meet new friends and reconnect 
with neighbors and friends you haven’t seen in a while. In addition, the bazaar provides 
our congregation with a wonderful opportunity to raise money and help make our many 
outreach activities possible. Last year’s record-breaking event raised over $14,073.26 
for our Outreach Ministries!! 

 

The closet for the bazaar is ready for your donations. Are you? We accept books, vide-
os, CDs and DVDs, jewelry, household goods, small appliances, toys and holiday deco-
rations. We cannot accept clothes, shoes, TVs, DVD or video players or computers. If 
you have furniture to donate, please consider ACCA.  

 

If you’d like to know more about what you can do, please drop by the Christmas Bazaar 
table at the Ministry Fair on September 9 or join us at the next Bazaar Planning Meeting 
on Wednesday, September 12 at 6:30 pm in the parish hall.  
 

For more information, please contact Nancy Calvert (billandnancycalvert@verizon.net)
and Sue Mairena (mairena75@verizon.net)                                         -Sue Mairena 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Parish Life Events 
Mark your calendars  

for these family-friendly 
Parish Life events: 

 

Oktoberfest 
 Saturday, October 13  

 

Chili Cookoff  
Saturday, January 26, 2019 

 

More details to come as we 

get closer to each date. We 
look forward to seeing you 

at these events! 

                          September 2  
 Baptism of Morgan Barbee,10:15 am service 
     Ice Cream Social after both services  
 

September 7 Lunch Bunch, 11:30 am 
          Olive Garden  RSVP Joyce Aument  
 

September 9  Ministry Sunday  
          following one service only at 10:15 am 
 

September 9 Muldoon Concert Series: 
The Instrument of Kings  4:00 pm. 

 

September 12  Bazaar Planning Meeting  
                   6:30 pm; parish hall 
 

                      Until September 14   
Our Little Roses first aid supplies and  

nonprescription medicine will be  
collected in the narthex.   

 

September 16 Youth Group Kickoff Barbecue   
4:00-6:00 pm, Parish Hall  

 

                            September 28-30  
           Parish Weekend at Shrine Mont      
             

                              October 13 Oktoberfest 

One of our many wonderful teen  
helpers at VBS! 


