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From the Rector 

  

With the close of the Christmas season and the start of a New Year, my focus moves from the wish lists of my friends 
and family, to my wish list for St. Albanôs ï wishes for continued growth in our outreach and mission and wishes for a 
greater and more visible presence in our community. 

Here are some highlights of my wish list for 2019: 
 

Kitchen renovation ï Weôve been talking about renovating our kitchen for several years now. I hope 2019 is the year 
we make some great strides toward making that renovation a reality. A renovated kitchen is about more than just a shiny 
new stove. With a new, better designed kitchen we can enhance our mission and outreach capabilities, and we will be 
positioned to someday implement a project I am very passionate about: a preschool for children of low-income families. 
Twenty percent of children five years and younger in Fairfax County live below 200 percent of the federal poverty  
level.1  In our area, preschool programs can cost families as much as $15,000 per year.2 Affordable preschool is not just 
a ñnice to have.ò It is an absolute necessity for our low-income families. We have the perfect facility for a preschool, 
and we should be sharing it with those who have less. What we donôt have is a kitchen that would allow us to take on 
such an important ministry. My prayer is that you will be supportive, and give generously, when we begin our capital 
campaign to renovate our kitchen. 

 

Recruiting a South Fairfax Region Council Delegate - As youôll read on page 3, St. Albanôs doesnôt stand alone. 
Weôre part of the Diocese of Virginia, and also part of the South Fairfax Region of Episcopal churches ï13 Episcopal 
churches that are geographic neighbors. Together, our regionôs parishes can support each other, and engage in ministry 
so that we may better and more effectively serve Christ and the world. According to the canons of the Diocese of Vir-
ginia, each church must have a delegate to Region Council which meets quarterly to determine how our region can be a 
force for change in our area. Currently we do not have a delegate to represent St. Albanôs at our Region Council meet-
ings. If you feel called to engage with the larger family of Episcopal churches in the area, please see me or Fr. Paul. 

 

Recruiting Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs), Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) and Acolytesï Our  
catechism, on page 855 in the Book of Common Prayer, is very clear that the ministers of the Church begin with the 
people of the parish. (Priests are almost an afterthought!) St. Albanôs is large enough that our worship and pastoral care 
wouldnôt run effectively without active and engaged lay people to assist during worship, and to bring the Sacrament  
(the Body and Blood of Christ) to our brothers and sisters who are house-bound and hospitalized. On numerous occa-
sions our scheduler has expressed concern to me that very few people are doing the bulk of the Sunday work of serving 
the chalice, taking Communion to the homebound, and serving as acolyte to enhance the beauty of our Sunday worship. 
You donôt need to wait for our annual Ministry Sunday to sign up! Talk with Deacon Theresa about the ministries of 
Eucharistic Visitor and Minister. 

More participation in our social and fellowship activities 
and events ï We have some great social events throughout the 
year, and part of being a Christian means becoming an active  
part in all aspects of our family of faith. Our chili cook-off is now 
entering its tenth year, but the past couple of years attendance has 
flagged a bit. Let me assure you, if youôre missing the chili cook-
off, youôre missing some fine tasting chili and superb cornbread! 
Now, Iôm not talking smack, but my chili can stand up to the best 
of them! Consider it a challenge, and Iôll see you at the chili cook-
off on January 26 ï it is the Christian thing to do!           

-Fr. Jeff 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________                                                         
1https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/sites/familyservices/files/
assets/officeforchildren/school-readiness/pdfs/fairfax-county-equitable-
school-readiness-strategic-plan.pdf 
 
2https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/office-for-children/child-
care-assistance-referral/learn-more  

Children help Edmund Keiper carry the Baby Jesus 
to the altar manger on Christmas eve.  
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From the Associate Rector 

The Wardenôs Pen 

New Yearôs Greetings! 

 

The choir and altar rail project is  
complete! I hope you find it as love-
ly as I do. A lot of thought and dis-
cussion went in to this. We wanted  
to make sure it was practical, safe 
and beautiful. Iôm sure the change in 
flooring will take some getting used 
to for some. I find it matches what 
we have beautifully. 

 

The next big project the Vestry will 
be tackling is our kitchen.The kitch-
en committee has been working in 
the background for years and weôre  
ready for the next steps. Keep watch-
ing The Word and SAM for updates 
and information. 
 

The final item I wish to discuss is the Vestry itself. We will have elections on February 24. We have four members com-
pleting their three-year terms who will need to be replaced. I currently do not have enough volunteers. Being a member 
of the Vestry is an important part of our community. I understand feeling you may not have enough time or are not sure 
if this is something you wish to do. I resisted myself. But the Vestry represents YOU! If you are 16 years or older and a 
member in good standing, please prayerfully consider running for Vestry. You may contact me or any other member of 
the Vestry to find out more. We need you.                                                                                        -Nancy L. Harrell 

Our new railings were ready just in time for Lessons and Carols on December 15.  
The choir loft rails match the altar rails and add to the integrity of the design.  

The altar floor, no longer carpeted, is a wood laminate that matches the wood colors  
of the church. The altar floor space was increased.  

Join us for Morning Prayer! 
Weekdays in the Chapel 
Monday-Friday @ 8:00 am (including most holidays) 
 
At St. Alban's, there is more to corporate worship than our Sunday 
and Tuesday morning services of Holy Eucharist. A small group 
gathers five times a week for the daily office -- Morning Prayer, a 
simple spoken service of readings, canticles, prayers and psalms. 
You are most welcome to check it out! 
 

How you can be a part of it: Attend in person (on weekdays) in  
the Chapel at the bottom of the short flight of stairs in the Narthex. 
Or, join via Facebook live -- either live or via archived broadcast 
videos. Make sure you go to the St. Alban's Facebook page and 
click "like" to get regular broadcasts and communications. 

 

Now! With 100 percent better sound! Some who have "tuned in" on Facebook say that they have had a hard time hear-
ing parts of the service. Please give it a try again if this is the case for you -- we've recently incorporated a new camera 
system which has a much better microphone, and the sound quality is MUCH improved. If you've tried to catch it  
before, but gave up because it sounded like everyone was mumbling...give it another try. We think you'll be pleased 
with the quality of sound. 
 

What it is: Praying together daily in this particular format was developed in monasteries many centuries ago -- and 
many of the texts we use regularly have been used by Christians across the world for generations. Those who attend  
regularly, I think, find that it helps us prepare for the day ahead by focusing our attention in the right direction -- by 
hearing and responding to God's word, and by interceding for ourselves and others. It's a faithful bunch -- we tend to 
hold services regardless of bank holidays, church office closings and the like.  
 

What to expect: There's no sermon, no communion, and no music. We often remember a saint of the day with a brief 
biography. The service is led by laypeople and clergy alike. It is small in scale, and brief -- usually around 25 minutes  
in duration -- and attendance is usually between 2 and 6.                                                                                 -Fr. Paul 

 
 



3 

 

What We Do With What We Give:   

 

Stewardship 

Our Diocesan Pledge 
 

If youôve ever taken a look at St. Albanôs budget, you might have noticed that approximately  
10 percent of our funds are directed to the Diocese of Virginia. Just as you bring your tithes  
and offerings to St. Albanôs, our parish also makes its tithe to the Diocese. But do you know  
where that money goes, and for what?  

 

The list is very long, and includes the obvious boring stuff: salaries of Diocesan staff, upkeep of the  
office, travel expenses of the bishops, etc. And there are the not so boring: new church plants; the Triangle of Hope 
initiative building relationships between the three former points of slave trade routes; discernment and vocation  
support for those who are called to serve God in ordained ministry; and tools and resources for almost every ministry 
one could think of in a parish church.  

 

But something that we tend to forget is that the Diocese is the basic unit of the Episcopal Church and is where our 
church governance, administration, mission and outreach start. It can perhaps be viewed as a tree trunk: just as a tree 
remains strongly rooted, but supportive as it sends out branches, so also the Diocese remains steadfast in its support  
as it sends out churches into the world bringing the Good News of Christ to all. 

 

The Diocese of Virginia is pretty old, but St. Albanôs is not. And though we are now a self-sustaining, healthy parish, 
at one time we were a ñmission churchò needing the financial support provided by the Diocese until we were gradually 
able to support ourselves. But the support didnôt end there. St. Albanôs has been the beneficiary of two Mustard Seed 
Grants (that I am aware of); one when we underwent our major renovation project, and another to install doors in the 
parish hall that enabled us to meet county code so we could continue the hypothermia program.  

 

Even now, Virginia currently has between 25 and 30 mission churches that still require some sort of financial assis-
tance and, through the generous pledging of churches in our Diocese, these mission churches can continue to be nur-
tured as they do the work God has given them to do. At Diocesan Convention this year, we were privileged to witness 
a mission church - established in 1919! - as it transformed to parish status. As Ecclesiastes reminds us, to every thing 
there is a season. We canôt always know when that season will arrive, but Iôm sure the good folks at Trinity Church in 
Charlottesville are most grateful there was a time to plant, and that we as part of the Diocese have been able to support 
them all along.                                                                                                                                   -Kate Wettstein 

Where we stand with our pledge 
campaign for 2019: 

 

133 pledges for a total of 
$538,849 

 

 For all who helped make this a very 
successful campaign, thank you!  
And for those of you who have yet  

to submit a pledge,  
itôs still not too late!  

Pledge cards are available  
in the narthex. 

My least favorite Christmas carol is The Little Drummer Boy. In addition to being one of those songs that is highly 
overplayed, it comes with a tune that once imbedded into your brain, simply cannot be turned off. It plays over, and 
over, and over, ad nauseum. Moreover, the idea of some kid banging on a drum right next to the manger after Mary 
has given birth of our Lord just seems so very inappropriate. Somebody should have shoved the kid out of the stable 
before the cattle started to up the ante on their lowing. 
 

But all this misses the point, doesnôt it? The Little Drummer Boy is a song about giving backégiving back the very 
best you can in appreciation for the miracle of Godôs love and His gift of salvation through the birth, life and sacrifice 
of our Lord. Whether your gifts are financial, or your gifts are of service in the many opportunities that require our 
time and talents, The Little Drummer Boy reminds to give the best we can.  
 

As we begin a new year, listen just one more time to this annoying little carol, and be inspired to find a new way to 
give back in thanksgiving. Happy New Year!                                                                                          -Ron Vogel 
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Epiphany Pageant  
10:15 am Service January 6 

A thank you to our pageant cast: 
 
Narrators                Olivia DePasquale 
                                Cecilia Howton 
Angel Gabriel         Kaela Huheey 
Angel of the Lord   Sophia DePasquale 
Zechariah               Ted Blanchard 
Elizabeth                Maggie Rutherford 
Baby John               Melanie Allison 
Mary                       Emma Conkle 
Joseph                     Sam Jillson 
Baby Jesus              Soren Farley 
Innkeeper                Will Peck 
Innkeeperôs Wife    Betty Kiconco 
Herod                      Felix Howton 
Herodôs Guard        Emily Rutherford 
Three Wise Men   Han Binkholder 
                              Henry Martin 
                              Heath Larson-Ensinger 
Head Angel          Olivia Findorff 
Head Shepherd     Cole Lieberthal 

A big thank you to Elizabeth Howton, 
who once again was director of the  
pageant. And thanks to all the adult  
volunteers who shepherded sheep,  
heralded angels and tended to other  
little assorted pageant cast, including:  
 

Donna Archer             Jane Cheek 
Laura DePasquale     Olivia Devereux 
Trish Huheey              Carleton Jillson  
Chris Peck                   Sarah Traum  


