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Sixth Sunday After Epiphany, Year C 

 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 1 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

Luke 6:17-26 

 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Jesus had a reputation.  

He was raised by the mother who responded to God’s call by proclaiming the greatness of the 

Lord who casts down the mighty and lifts up the lowly.  

 

Simeon, the old man in the temple, recognizes that Jesus will reconnect God’s people back to 

God.   

 

Jesus’ teaching in the synagogue, at the start of his ministry, reminds the people of God’s dream, 

which begins to be realized as Jesus heals many people and exorcises unclean spirits, as he cares 

for those who are outcast from society.  

 

By the time we are with Jesus at this point in Luke’s Gospel, he has already developed a 

reputation. It’s little wonder that large crowds gather to hear him. They come to be healed, to be 

taught, to witness, and to share in the love that emanates from Jesus.  

 

In a time and place of oppression, Jesus offers hope and wholeness.  Luke connects Jesus’ 

teaching explicitly with his actions. The crowds have come from all around, including Gentile 

territory, reminding us that God’s love is for everyone. Jesus touches the untouchable; he reaches 

out to the unreachable.  

 

One of the gifts of this long Epiphany season is our chance to hear this portion of Luke’s 

Gospel—the portion that contains the Beatitudes. We hear them in this season to remind us that 

Epiphany is about how we, as followers of Jesus, manifest God in our lives.  

 

As you listened to the Beatitudes, did your mind try to fill in some words you expected to hear?  

Did you imagine the scene looking like the picture on the front of the bulletin? Unlike the 

Beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel which are included in the Sermon on the Mount,  

 

I find these Beatitudes in Luke jarring. Rather than bringing comfort like the Beatitudes in 

Mathew, these words from Luke challenge me. 

 

 They don’t allow us to turn away from the reality of the poor, the reality of people around us.  

They call us to be honest about where we are. And I find that I see myself as much in the “woe” 

statements as I do in statements about those who are blessed.” 
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The location of today’s Gospel is different from Matthew’s, too. Jesus in on the plain, not a 

mountaintop, set apart.  He is on level, open ground, eye to eye with the people surrounding him. 

They are drawn by his reputation. 

 

They are reaching out to touch him, to feel his flesh, to experience God’s power and to be set 

free by whatever holds them captive. Jesus is in the midst of them, present among the lowly, the 

poor, those who mourn.  

 

When Jesus begins to teach, he directs his words to his disciples—who seem to have set 

themselves apart from the people around them. They have left their lives behind to follow him, 

and he continues to teach them. The crowd who have come to be with Jesus, are fully aware of 

God and of God’s presence among them. They know that they will be set free.  

 

Jesus clearly believes the disciples need to learn more about discipleship. What it looks like to be 

his disciple. How they will carry out God’s work. They need to know the cost of following Jesus. 

They will be reviled. People will turn away from them.  

 

Being a disciple is counter to the ways of the world.  

 

These are not comfortable words. They are certainly not a good recruitment speech. They make 

me think twice, and I can only imagine what those who gave up so much to follow Jesus are 

thinking.  Must I really give up my sense of security in what the world offers to put my trust in 

God? Isn’t there room for both? 

 

Making the way for people who are poor to have fair and just opportunities takes commitment 

and requires going against so much of what our society touts as necessary; what it sees as 

normal. It means being open to new ways of thinking and of looking at what must be changed, 

no matter how complex the work is. It means relying fully and completely on God for strength 

and guidance. 

 

It also means working with others, just as Jesus works in and with the community of disciples. 

We are not called to do this alone. Without discernment, in community, we often cannot decide 

where to begin. 

 

Over the last several years, faith leaders, including leaders from our Diocese, have worked with 

people living in poverty and Virginia state legislators to make significant changes to two labor 

laws that held people at the margins. The faith leaders became aware of these issues because they 

had a reputation of standing with those whose voices are often silenced. 

 

By listening, they learned that countless employers in our state have stolen wages from their 

employees. The thefts could not be proven by those whose hard-earned money was stolen 

because the state did not require employers to provide pay stubs. These jobs are generally held 

by low-wage earners who did not receive documentation of their hours and wages. Lack of 

accountability enabled unlawful practices to occur and allowed people to be victimized. 
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Another law allowed employers to pay less than minimum wage for positions historically held by 

African Americans. The language in the law, rooted in the Jim Crow era, had the effect of 

binding people to poverty, particularly people of color.  

 

Changes to both laws passed in our state’s General Assembly this past week, in large part 

because people challenged “the way things are.” The lowly are raised and the mighty cast down. 

Upending years of oppression and injustice means that many people in our state will be set on 

level ground. 

 

Jesus reminds us, by getting our attention in the “woe statements,” that our security is in God, 

not in riches, not in being filled, not in clinging to ideas or things.  Only when we give up our 

security in “the way things are,” or how we want them to be, can we begin to see what we can do 

participate in making God’s dream for God’s people a reality on earth. 

 

The words of today’s Gospel leave me with questions. Where might discernment lead us, the 

people of St. Alban’s? Are we willing to look at what things or ideas about ourselves we are 

clinging keep us from fully manifesting God’s love in the community? How can our reputation 

for caring for others be shared more deeply and widely? 

 

As Jesus’ disciples we are called to be eye-to-eye, on level ground, with all of God’s people, 

especially those whose opportunities are limited by the oppressions of poverty, hunger, and 

homelessness. We are called to be in relationship with them and together to find ways to change 

“the way things are” into the world that God intends. A world where no one is on a mountaintop 

and no one is in a valley. A world where the lowly are raised up and the mighty are cast down. A 

world where we are all stand on God’s holy, level ground. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 


