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Year C, Lent 5 

April 7, 2019 

 In the Name of God:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  AMEN 

 

Right about the end of July, coming up in about four months, is one of my favorite 

Gospel lessons.  And it’s a lesson that always sparks interesting conversation because we like to 

compare ourselves to the two main characters in the stories – Martha and Mary.  You know the 

story, right?  Martha is the busy one, and Mary is the quiet one who sits at Jesus’ feet.  Martha 

complains that she ends up doing the dishes, while Mary lays around and eats bonbons at Jesus’ 

feet.  And for us, the conversation in the car on the way home on that Sunday was always, “are 

you a Martha or a Mary?”  Being the good Anglican that I am, I always say that I’m a little bit of 

both. 

And the reason I bring this up is our Gospel lesson this morning visits the same 

household – the sibling trio of M2 and Lazarus.  But this time, there is no debate between Mary 

and Martha – our story focuses on Mary; Mary and her actions. 

So, again, just like the Martha and Mary story we’ll hear later this summer, we can put 

ourselves in this story, but this time we can ask ourselves, “am I Mary… or am I Martha… or, in 

this story, am I Judas?”  And, this time, the question is, how do I show love?  Because in this 

morning’s reading, we have three examples. 

Martha barely gets a mention – just two words: “Martha served…1”.  Just as in Jesus’ 

earlier visit2, Martha is busy…busy being hospitable, making sure that guests are comfortable 
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and well-fed.  That’s how Martha loves.  That’s how Martha shows love – by caring for others.  

A lovely kind of love. 

Mary, on the other hand – some might say she is somewhat over the top.  She purchased 

an expensive perfume, some kind of extremely fragrant oil, and poured it out on Jesus’ feet.  It 

was an extravagant display of love and affection from human to another.  It was an extravagant 

display of love and affection from a disciple to her Lord. 

Now, Judas.  This isn’t Judas-the-betrayer… not yet – that will happen in the coming 

days.  So even though we know what Judas will eventually do, this is Judas, the pragmatic one, 

the skeptical one.  This could have been any one of the disciples… but it was Judas, and Judas 

doesn’t see Mary’s actions as a gift of love here.  Judas sees waste and folly.  Judas nudges 

Martha and says, “can you believe this?” 

Martha, the busy server.  Mary, the extravagant lover.  Judas, the skeptic. 

Last week we had another beautiful example of love: the prodigal son who dishonored his 

father by squandering his inheritance, only to be warmly, lovingly, unquestioningly embraced by 

his father on his return.  And there was the skeptical brother, who didn’t understand the love that 

he was seeing between his brother and his father. 

Sometimes we love in a way that defies logic.  The father in last week’s story had every 

right to be angry about his son’s actions, but he wasn’t.  His heart and his soul were filled with 

genuine, unconditional love for both of his sons. 

Martha loved in a very practical way.  Some might say that Judas showed love in a 

practical way, as well, but my suspicion is what Judas really wants is to be seen as more upright 

and moral than all the rest.  His words say that he cares about the poor, until we read the 

parenthetical editorial statement that he was, in fact, a thief.  His words say that he cares about 
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the poor, but in reality, Judas is hiding greed behind a shell of compassion and love.  True love – 

the kind of love Jesus teaches about and demonstrates through his own life – has no motivation 

other than the love of another.  No other motivation, no thought given to oneself. 

We each have a little Mary, a little Martha and, I’m afraid to say, a little bit of Judas in 

us.  Mary’s love, and let’s not forget Martha’s, was a sacrificial love, a giving love.  And 

Judas… well, he was only deceiving, and loving, himself.   

Jesus teaches us, and shows us, the way – we are to love without condition.  Love without 

calculation.  Love beyond reason and logic.  Love without keeping score. But the important thing 

is to love. 

Love has both arms open wide, not one arm holding others at a distance.  There is a 

prayer in our office of Morning Prayer that begins:  “Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your 

arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come within the reach of your 

saving embrace…”3  To see what true, Christian love looks like, one has to look no further than 

the cross over our altar – Jesus, our Lord and savior, with both arms open and extended.  Jesus’ 

loving embrace is open for all and for everyone without question, without exception. 

AMEN 

Ad maiorem Dei gloriam 

 

 

                                                           
3 Book of Common Prayer, page 101 


