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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

On Tuesday mornings, a small group gathers in the library for Bible study – we 

read the appointed collect for the coming Sunday, and then read and discuss the 

allotted readings. For those of us scheduled to preach, it is a blessing, because it 

helps us to get a head start on the upcoming week’s sermon – at least, in terms of 

getting the gears turning. From there, our resident scholar, Steve Lusk, guides the 

discussion, giving us some historical background on the collect, often an anecdote 

or two, and sometimes a joke – or a comical reference to the book “The 

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy.” There often seems to be at least one of those! 

In reality, our discussions are often meandering, going down one rabbit hole or 

other, often related – but perhaps only tangentially – to the Scripture lesson at 

hand. Often, it falls to whatever person present has an imminent scheduled 

appointment to keep the discussion from going completely off track – your clergy 

team, Fr. Jeff and I, are prone to getting distracted, so we’re not all that good at 

keeping things focused. It really is unlike what you probably imagine as Bible 

study – unfocused, messy, wide-ranging, and yes, Spirit-filled indeed. There’s 

something very special about Tuesday morning Bible study – as an aside, it’s open 

to everyone, and I hope you will drop by one Tuesday morning. For me, Tuesday 

morning Bible study is as helpful as it is truly holy – a group of faithful Christians, 

sitting around a table, breathing in Scripture, and allowing it to interact – in 

dialogue – with the mundane day-to-day concerns of life. 

If you’d been there the past few weeks as we’ve considered the appointed post-

Easter lessons, you’d have seen a group of folks scratching their heads a bit at the 
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New Testament selections. We are in Year C – the third year of a three year 

lectionary cycle – and toward the end here it seems as though the lectionary 

editors are throwing in everything that didn’t make it into Years A and B. The 

regular Bible study group is one that is rarely at a loss for words, but over the past 

few weeks we’ve read the passages from Revelation, looked across the table at 

one another, and often wondered what can possibly be said about them.  

The scenes described by St. John the Divine in Revelation are incomprehensible at 

times – today’s reading is no different. The passages read from Revelation just a 

few minutes ago are strange indeed – it seems clear that the author struggles to 

contain the visions he’s seen in human terminology. Revelation can seem like a 

terrifying book, particularly when seen as a portent of things to come. Over the 

past couple of centuries, a theology has taken hold that takes much of 

Revelation’s hallucinatory imagery in a literal sense – and, for better or worse, 

these fearful scenes have been used in evangelistic efforts, at times to frighten 

people into accepting Christ.  

It’s helpful, I think, to remember that Revelation was not written with the intent 

to frighten, but to inspire Christians suffering intense persecution to take courage. 

The thrust and message of Revelation is one of comfort – fundamentally one that 

recognizes the uncertainty and sufferings of the contemporary age (both St. 

John’s and our own) and points our attention to the end of all things: that, in the 

long run, God is in control: The Lamb of God will reign in glory on the throne of 

Grace, the unjust rulers and principalities of this world will be defeated, and all 

things will be made new. “… let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who 

wishes take the water of life as a gift.”  
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Jesus’ fervent prayer is that we will accept his invitation to enter into that intimate 

relationship with God – in the same way that the Son and the Father are inseparable, 

connected, knit together – that we will take the risky step of allowing ourselves to be 

changed, made new: to open our eyes to the glory that awaits us, if only we will 

accept it. Jesus is speaking to a moment of uncertainty – preparing the disciples for 

the ordeal of his passion. St. John the Divine, likewise, is speaking to an uncertain 

time, and speaking peace and comfort to a suffering people, for whom the future is 

not a foregone conclusion.  

Our life and times, and our life together as a parish church, are likewise marked by 

uncertainty. Our world reminds us daily that the state of things is not as God intends. 

For many of us, our lives are at times marked by deep suffering. We are invited to 

glimpse that glory to which Jesus has ascended – where he reigns in heaven, and 

where we are assured we will follow.  

Let us pray. 

“ O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great 

triumph to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your 

Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 

gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen.” 

 


