
Dear Class Member, 
This month, the governor of Texas signed into law a measure that does away with red-light 
cameras throughout the state. That got us thinking about how Jesus is God's green light on the 
spiritual way. We'll explain that more in the "Applying the News Story" section below, and it 
will be the topic of our next class. 

If you wish to start thinking about our topic in advance, below is some introductory material. 

 

Texas Bans Red-Light Traffic Cameras 

The Wired Word for the Week of June 9, 2019 

In the News 

Earlier this month, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, signed a bill into law banning red-light traffic 
cameras throughout the state, with the ban set to take effect September 1. 

The cameras, which take photos of vehicles entering intersections when stoplights are red, 
typically result in a $75 fine against the offending motorist. 

Critics of red-light cameras have argued that they are unconstitutional and contribute to traffic 
accidents, and in Abbott's explanation of why he signed the legislation, he cited a study that 
found such cameras increase the number of rear-end collisions as drivers slam on the brakes to 
avoid being photographed running the light. 

Supporters of red-light cameras, however, say they help make intersections safer and generate 
funds for cities that employ them. 

A loophole amendment in the new law lets Texas cities keep operating the cameras until their 
contracts with vendors that provide the cameras expire. In the case of Leon Valley, a suburb of 
San Antonio, the existing contract runs until 2038, and the community intends to keep operating 
them.   

Leon Valley City Manager Kelly Kuenstler told Texas Public Radio, "Since the inception of the 
program, our data indicates total accidents on Bandera Road have reduced by 43 percent, that 
injury accidents have reduced by 55 percent and that angled accidents have reduced by 65 
percent." 

Leon Valley has brought in about $2 million in fines since the cameras were installed in 2017. 

The Wired Word has been unable to locate figures on how many Texas cities have employed red-
light cameras or on how many will take advantage of the loophole and continue operating them 
until their contracts expire. 

The new law prevents counties and Texas officials from refusing to register a vehicle having 
unpaid red-light camera tickets against it. 

More on this story can be found at these links: 

Texas Governor Signs State Ban on Red-Light Traffic Cameras. ABC News  

Red Light Camera Ban: What Happens Next? WFAA  
How Different Texas Cities Are Responding to the Red Light Ban. Texas Public Radio 



Applying the News Story  

We at The Wired Word are not in a position to know whether removing red-light cameras in 
intersections is a good move or not. Apparently there are no definitive studies one way or the 
other, though there are anecdotal reports on both sides of the argument. 

But the red-light story got us thinking about how our sins can be spiritual progress stoppers -- 
like driving down the street that is our life and seeing an endless string of red lights ahead. We 
come to a halt and repent, and then start out again and repeat the whole process. 

Obviously, we're using red traffic lights as a metaphor -- one that tells us that it's hard to make 
progress in the spiritual life when we have to keep stopping and starting again. 

And then we thought about how God sent Jesus to be the way to reconciliation with God -- or to 
pursue the metaphor, Jesus turned all the lights on the way to God green. 

Exploring that will be the theme of this lesson. 

The Big Questions 

Here are some of the questions we will discuss in class: 

1. When have you felt stymied by sin? 

2. What new paths opened up for you when you decided to follow Jesus? 

3. Is the Christian faith more about "don'ts" than "do's"? Defend your answer with examples. 

4. What does the red light/green light metaphor suggest about detours from the way to God? 

5. Does Jesus want us to live in fear of a moral slip-up, or in the joy of inward communion with 
him? Or both? Or something else (specify)? 

Confronting the News With Scripture and Hope 

We will look at selected verses from these Scripture texts. You may wish to read these in advance 

for background: 

John 3:16-18 

1 Peter 3:18 

John 14:1-7 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Matthew 11:28-30 

In class, we will talk about these passages and look for some insight into the big questions, as 

well as talk about other questions you may have about this topic. Please join us. 
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