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Easter 6C 
 
 
Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
John 14:23-29 
 
 
┼   In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Each July, when our missioners return from their trip to Hurley, they share with us their 
experiences and impressions. We may hear about new home repair skills learned, new 
friendships made, and long-time friendships deepened, and other ways the trip has touched each 
missioner. We also hear about the openness, gratitude and the hospitality of the people in Hurley 
and of our missioners.  
 
 As I considered today’s reading from the Book of Acts, I remembered particularly, the 
year that one of our youth unexpectedly received a birthday cake from one of the Hurley 
residents who remembered that their birthday is the week of the mission trip. That experience 
made a lasting impression on everyone on the trip and clearly made one on me.  Unexpected 
openness and hospitality in response to the Good News are exemplified in the passage from Acts 
read this morning.  
 
 Paul, Silas, and Timothy set out to visit established communities of Jesus’ followers, 
when they are diverted to Macedonia by Paul’s vision. Paul is certain that God is calling them to 
preach the Good News in a Roman region of Europe. Paul knows that “God’s work and blessing 
is for all nations” and makes his journey into a new part of the world.  Philippi is Roman 
territory—filled with the descendants of Roman soldiers who were given the area as spoils of 
war. The imperial cult is in full practice and there is hostility toward anyone who does not give 
allegiance to the emperor or doesn’t worship him. In the face of this, Paul is sure that the Spirit 
of Jesus, the Holy Spirit will guide them. 
 
 After Paul and his companions arrive at Philippi their trip takes an unexpected turn, out 
of the city. They are likely looking for a man as Paul saw in his vision. The group follows the 
Holy Spirit’s lead to the river, where they meet Lydia and other women praying in a presumably 
safe place.  
 
 Although we get glimpses of what Lydia does and her place in the community, we do not 
fully know her story.  We are told that she worships God, which commentators suggest means 
that she is a Gentile. She is a businesswoman, a dealer in purple cloth, the cloth used by those in 
power, and she is the head of her own household. We know that she is not from Philippi. She is 
an outsider in this city—both by birth and by faith. 
 
 Worshipping the One true God is not possible inside of the city limits, so the women 
must go outside of the gates—to the river—to pray. The women are open to hearing the Good 
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News of Jesus and they are baptized. After her conversion, Lydia, once a stranger in Philippi, 
opens her home to these strangers and shares hospitality with them generously. Openness and 
hospitality are responses to life in the resurrected Jesus. Paul will rely on Lydia for assistance 
again later in this chapter of Acts. 
 
 The Book of Acts is filled with stories of the power of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the 
early communities of followers of the resurrected Jesus. Their work is marked by unexpected 
interactions they have with people unlike themselves. People who welcome them in and remind 
us that God’s love and compassion isn’t limited to people who believe what we believe or people 
who are “like us,” however you define that.  
 
 Consider the unexpected times you’ve experienced openness, hospitality and caring from 
people labeled by society to be outsiders. Think about the times that you’ve found yourself in 
unexpected places, aware that the love of God was being shared with you in small and big ways. 
 
 Over the next few months, we will have opportunities to explore new experiences, to be 
led by the Holy Spirit into new relationships. The annual mission trip to Hurley is in six weeks. 
Pray for our missioners as they prepare for work, fun, and the unexpected. 
 
 The ACCA food pantry is seeking volunteers to help on Saturdays to assist members of 
the community in need of food. The Good Neighbor program is seeking ESL teachers and 
drivers to work with the refugee families supported by ACCA and other churches in the area. 
These programs are ways to offer hospitality and open hearts to people we might not otherwise 
meet. 
 And as a parish, we are continuing to explore and pray about how God is calling us to be 
a place of hospitality and ministry within our community. 
 
 As I responded to the questions for the feasibility study, I thought about the opportunities 
a new kitchen and additional accessible bathrooms would give us to invite the community in to 
experience St. Alban’s hospitality and love. I wondered how the Holy Spirit is leading St. 
Alban’s into new ways of openness and caring for each other, for our community and beyond. 
 
 As we think about how we will only serve the parish and our community not only for 
now but for generations, I pray we will grow in our awareness of the peace that Jesus promises 
his followers as we carry out our mission? 
 
 And I wonder how our unexpected encounters with people unlike ourselves, whether 
inside or outside our doors, will open us more fully to living resurrection lives—Lives 
transformed by God’s love and stirred by the Spirit as we follow Jesus. 
 
 
Amen. 
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