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The Officiant begins: 
 
X The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  Amen. 
 
Officiant:  Our help is in the Name of the Lord: 
People:   The maker of heaven and earth. 
 
The Officiant then says 
    
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Officiant and People. 
  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father: 
We have sinned against you, 
through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed, 
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
forgive us all our offenses; 
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 
Officiant 
 
X May the Almighty God grant us forgiveness of all our sins, and the grace and comfort of the 
Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
The Officiant then says 
 
  Oh, God make speed to save us. 
People:  O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
Officiant and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever.  Amen.   
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The Psalm appointed for this evening is the 14th Psalm found on page 598 in the Book of Common Prayer.  We will 
read the Psalm responsively by whole verse:   
 
1The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
    They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; 
    there is none who does good. 
 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, 
    to see if there are any who understand,[a] 
    who seek after God. 
 
3 They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; 
    there is none who does good, 
    not even one. 
 
4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers 
    who eat up my people as they eat bread 
    and do not call upon the Lord? 
 
5 There they are in great terror, 
    for God is with the generation of the righteous. 
 
6 You would shame the plans of the poor, 
    but[b] the Lord is his refuge. 
 
7 Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! 
    When the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 
    let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to John: 
 
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was 
Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard 
it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.” 
 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus[a] was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us 
go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 
and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone 
walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks 
in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to him, 



 

 3 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 
thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 
and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 
So Thomas, called the Twin,[b] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 
 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 
 
Then follows 
 
V:  Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
R:  For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
V:  Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye; 
R:  Hide us under the shadow of your wings. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Officiant and People: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hollowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
 
Officiant: Lord, hear our prayer; 
People:  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 
Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this night, so that we are who are 
wearied by the changes and the chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 
charge over those who sleep.  Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 
sooth the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  Amen. 
 
Officiant: Let us raise our spoken and unspoken intercessions and thanksgivings to God. 
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A period of silence is kept to allow intercessions and thanksgivings. 
 
Officiant: Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that the words which we have heard this day 
with our outward ears, may, through thy grace, be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, that they may 
bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the honor and praise of thy Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep 
we may rest in peace.   
   
X Lord, you now have set your servant free 
        to go in peace as you have promised; 
 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,  
    whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
 
A Light to enlighten the nations,  
     and the glory of your people Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:    
   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 
People: Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch 

with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
Officiant:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
  
The Officiant concludes 
X The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 bless us and keep us.  Amen. 


