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Cat meets Cat! Clark is always  
in the midst of the action!  

More construction photos pages 6 and 7 

 

Kitchen Construction News  

Fr. Jeff and Clark conducting daily inspection. 

We pray, Blessed Lord, that you will strengthen and embolden our faith, 
Inspiring us and encouraging us by your Holy Spirit, 

That we may run to wherever your work and mission call us. 
Guide us and inspire us to carry out the vision  

you have placed upon our hearts, 
That we may be Christ’s hands and heart in our community, 

Feeding the hungry and caring for the poor and the oppressed. 
 

The kitchen project continues to accelerate and we have gone vertical! 
Well, just a start with the laying of the masonry foundation, but the 
addition should be quite tall by the time this issue reaches you.  
 

Here is an update on the latest happenings.  
 

We have talked a lot about the sanitary line and posted many pictures  
of it – so much so that Kevin Holland was ready to give the piping its 
own Instagram account! Turns out, finding the existing sanitary line was 
very challenging. It took the excavation crew more than a week to locate 
the line and in the process of digging, the crew hit the gas line that deliv-
ers gas to the rectory. With great advice from Mike and Luanne Guter-
muth, a new line was installed promptly and strategically placed to  
accommodate the new appliances that will be part of the new kitchen. 
 

We are happy to report that the existing sanitary line was located shortly 
after the gas line was installed. The crew dug the new line adjacent to  
the breezeway, hidden behind the huge mounds of dirt you may have 
seen from the parking lot. The trench has since been inspected by the 
County and backfilled. The crew did have to remove a small portion of 
the sidewalk leading to the parish hall during the trenching process and 
gravel was laid in its place temporarily, until the sidewalk is repaired.  
The crew continued to dig beside the parish hall and buried the 7 foot  
tall grease interceptor.  
 

Meanwhile inside, asbestos remediation in the former bathrooms took 
place the week of October 19. You may recall that asbestos was found in 
the old layers of the tile flooring in both the kitchen and hallway where 
construction will be done. Also, inside, a secondary plaster ceiling was 
discovered above the drop ceiling in the kitchen. Demolition of the sec-
ondary ceiling took place before the end of October.  
 

Fr. Jeff, Betsy Anderson and Delores Baisden continue to meet with 
the project manager every other Wednesday to track progress and discuss 
any necessary change orders that are then reviewed by the Kitchen Com-
mittee. Betsy is on site nearly every day, taking photos and coordinating 
with the project superintendent – see this month’s feature “Meet the  
Superintendent” on page 7. The Committee continues to meet every  
other week or weekly as needed, via Zoom. 
 

To stay up to date on the project progress, check out the pictures on the 
St. Alban’s website and Facebook page. A special thank you to Kevin 
Holland for keeping the sites updated!  
 

Thank you as always for your prayers and continued support and look for 
more updates weekly in SAM!            -April Kreller, Kitchen Committee 
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From the Rector  

We will probably always look back at 2020 and remember  
it as the year of COVID-19 – that odd year when almost  
everything shut down. But 2020 threw some interesting 
curve balls at St. Alban’s too. If you had the occasion to 
drive by St. Alban’s after dark, you might have noticed in 
early Spring that our brightly illuminated cross stopped  
being brightly illuminated. Carlos and I did some basic  
troubleshooting until the stay-at-home order hit, at which 
point the “problem-with-the-cross” was promptly put on  
a back burner.  
 

About a month or so later, St. Alban’s was hit by a mysteri-
ous power surge which fried circuit boards in our elevator, 
our fire alarm control panel and the electric door opener  
near the sacristy, doing over $12,000 in damage. We’re  
discovering over time that the surge may have damaged a few of the wall-mounted air conditioning units and random 
electrical outlets, as well. Fortunately, Church Insurance provides excellent customer service. After gathering quotes to 
repair or replace, we received a check which covered over 90 percent of the repair or replacement costs. 
 

Unfortunately, that didn’t end our electrical problems. In September our electrician discovered why our illuminated 
cross no longer lit up: old wiring inside the walls in the nave, as well as outside on the cross, had shorted out, burning 
and charring some of the wood, melting wire insulation and fusing some of the wires together. The electrician told me 
that we are incredibly fortunate that St. Alban’s didn’t go up in flames. The cross has been completely re-wired and  
new LED bulbs were installed. Once again, St. Alban’s shines in the darkness, bearing a comforting witness to our  
community of Christ’s love. 
 

In early October we experienced a gas leak, caused by an over-reaching backhoe. We quickly evacuated the building and 
waited outside until it was safe to return. The gas line that was hit provided gas service to the rectory and took three days 
to repair, so Kate and I were thankful it happened during a run of beautiful fall weather when heat wasn’t necessary. 
 
 

So, lest you think St. Alban’s has been sitting quietly empty, think again! Last month Carlos spent a full week stripping 
and waxing the floors in the nave. In some parts of the nave there were so many layers of built up wax that Carlos had  
to scrape the wax off with a razor blade. 
 

We are busy gathering and testing video equipment so that we 
can begin live-streaming our worship services on Sunday morn-
ings. Kitchen construction is happening – sometimes the daily 
changes are stunning, and sometimes it seems that the work is 
crawling – but the kitchen committee is keeping apprised of  
the project status, and the work continues with an estimated 
completion date some time near the end of 2020. We meet  
regularly online every weekday morning and on Wednesday 
evenings for worship and prayer. Parishioners are active in our 
community delivering food to the most vulnerable. Our tenant 
school is currently in session, bringing all the noise and chaos 
that comes with an elementary school.  
 

Our mowing teams are about to wrap up their summer mowing 
ministry for the year as St. Alban’s begins the transition to cool 
fall weather and longer nights  As in most parishes, our steward-
ship efforts will be reaching their peak this month when we 
prayerfully consider how we will give back to God from that 
which God has so generously given us. I hope you will once 
again make a generous commitment of your time, talent and  
finances as you are able. 
 

It has been busy at St. Alban’s, but it has been a joyful busy-
ness. As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, I am thankful 
for each of you, and grateful for this community and our fine 
staff. I pray that you all stay safe.                                -Fr. Jeff 

Fr. Jeff on October 25. 

  

Parishioner Name Vestry Member 

A – Bo Chris Martin 

Br – Cl Donna Archer 

Co – Ed Evangeline Clark-Wiles 

El – Gr Jim Kilby 

Gu – Hyde (Marta) Ken Youngert 

Hyde (Martina) – Lal Kevin Holland 

Lar – McLa Margaret Pendley 

McLe – Pat Moira Skinner 

Pay – Sch Nancy Harrell 

Sco – Su Rick Weinberg 

Ta – Wh Sue Mairena 

Wi – Zu Jane Lesko 

Vestry Representatives  
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The Warden’s Pen 

Hypothermia Week, December 20-26 
A little different this year. Can you help? 

 
 

Our Hypothermia Week will be different this year. Instead of hosting 
the shelter overflow in our parish hall, we will be taking meals to them 
at a different location provided by the county. We will drop off the 
food, but not serve or clean up. We will need meals for seven nights 
and bag lunches for seven days for 50 people.  

 
If you or your family or a group of friends 
would like to help with this outreach, email  

Delores Baisden at  
deloresbaisden@gmail.com 

 

Once again, I hope this finds you and your loved ones both safe and well. I and my family are doing well (thank you for 
asking). One of my immediate family members (Dahlia, one of two cats) has her paw stretched out on my hand, to guide 
my writing of this article I’m sure (or, the editing of thereof). Many of you who have furry “coworkers” know how they 
like to contribute. 
 

As set out throughout this edition of the Word, your church, clergy and Vestry continue to do good works on the church 
grounds as well as out in the community. Your Kitchen Committee continues to oversee the construction project, with 
special thanks to Betsy Anderson for her hands-on, daily visits to the site, and for keeping everything organized amid  
all the dirt and fast-changing developments. St. Albanites continue to volunteer in food distribution efforts in our com-
munity, including restarting the Belvedere backpack program (COVID-19 version). 
 

Your Vestry continues to review the possibility of re-gathering. Unfortunately, the second outdoor worship was can-
celled due to rain, but planning continues for another outdoor service before the onset of cold weather.  
 

Your Vestry also recently approved written health protocols for secular activities at the church. These protocols apply  
to visitors, volunteers, and employees. The provisions that apply to everyone state that: 
 

 (1) All (employees, volunteers, and visitors) are to refrain from visiting church grounds and buildings if they have  
       symptoms associated with COVID-19 infection, or who are well but who have a family member home sick with  
       COVID-19; and 
 

 (2) When more than one person is in the building, everyone present will wear a mask that is effective at reducing or  
       eliminating the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The full list of protocols will be posted at the church. 
 
 

I look forward to serving as one of St. Alban’s delegates to the Diocesan Convention on November 14.And, I invite you 
to join me online on November 14 at 7:00 pm, for the celebration of St. Alban’s contributions to Samaritan Ministry of 
Greater Washington’s important work in the community. Many thanks to Deacon Theresa and Ivy Kilby for all their 
hard work and for representing us so well! Please see Deacon Theresa’s “From the Deacon” article on page 5 to see how 
you can join for free.                                                                                                          -Moira Skinner, Senior Warden 
 

Thanksgiving at Lockwood House  
 

Generally, Groucho Turkey serves as a reminder to sign up and bring a  
dish for our annual Thanksgiving Day Dinner for the residents of Lock-
wood House. However, this year there are no communal activities due 
to COVID 19. 
 

Quantum, their long-time management compa-
ny, has arranged for Smokey Bones to deliver a 
complete holiday meal to each resident apart-
ment. As Manager Debbie Reid said, “Enjoy a 
year off!”  
 

How wonderful that the residents will still have 
their turkey and all the fixings! Best wishes to 
all of you for a safe and happy Thanksgiving!  
                                               -Linda Cummings 

Forward Day by Day  
 
 

Forward Day by 
Day is a booklet of 
daily inspirational 
meditations reflect-
ing on a specific Bi-
ble passage, chosen 
from the daily lec-
tionary readings as 
listed in the Revised 
Common Lectionary 
or the Daily Office 
from the Episcopal 
Church's Book of 
Common Prayer. The meditations are rich in 
substance and offer a wide range of witness 
and experiences. The November-January 
2021 Day by Day booklets are now available 
in the narthex for pickup by parishioners. If 
you are not comfortable picking up a copy, 
please contact the parish office and we will 
be happy to bring one to you.  

Needing help  
or able to help?  
Please contact  
church office   
703-256-2966 

mailto:deloresbaisden@gmail.com
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From the Deacon 

Moe Fraunfelder 2 
Ava Campbell 3 
Nancy Harrell 4 
Evangeline Clarke-Wiles5 
Patricia Smith 5 
Vivian Byrley 7 
Nancy McSlarrow 7 
Maggie Rutherford 8 
Ann Gates 9 
Evelyne Willis 9 
Jeff Shankles 10 
Mark Slacin 10 
Marc Cheek 11 
Mark Deal 12 
Debbie Haggard-Rosse 13 
Sophia DePasquale 15 
Nancy Calvert 16 
Emily Gamber 19 
Jessica Trollinger 19 
Diana Albergottie 20 
Heath Larson-Ensinger 23 
Carleton Jillson 24 
Lauren Savoy 24 
Gail Allison 26 
John Clements 26 
Olivia Devereux 26 
Nathaniel Krafft 27 
David Mundy 27 
Connor Delaney 28 
Linda Fleming 28 
Jackson Cherry 30 
Daniel Grady 30 

 November Birthdays  

Recognizing St. Alban’s: Together in Spirit. Onward in Action 
 

The theme for the 2020 Samaritan Ministry of Greater Washington’s (SMGW)  
Virtual Gala exemplifies the role that partner parishes have played throughout the  
organization’s history. You are invited to gather together with supporters and partners 
across the area as St. Alban’s receives the Outstanding Partner Award. (See flyer  
below). 
 

A founding parish, St. Alban’s commitment to Samaritan Ministry includes volunteers 
who assist program participants take the next step in their lives based on their individ-
ual needs.  Volunteers coordinate, donate to and staff the annual Christmas party. 
Many parishioners contribute to the personal items collections we do each year. Our 
outreach budget provides financial support. 
 

Mark your calendar for November 14 at 7:00 pm and register for this free online  
opportunity to celebrate the important and needed work of Samaritan Ministry and  
the contributions St. Alban’s makes to it.  
 

Emcee for the evening will be Washington Post columnist Colby King, who is a  
personal supporter of SMGW himself. There will be a Silent Auction featuring an  
array of special baskets assembled by SMGW Partner Churches. 
 

Join from anywhere without needing to get dressed up or wear a mask. The Gala will 
be livestreamed via YouTube and on the Samaritan Ministry website.  
 

Register now at http://bit.ly/SMGWGala20 and please check the website regularly 
(https://samaritanministry.org/) over the next several weeks for more details!  

 

  

 

Gala 2020  

When: Saturday, November 14, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m.  
Where: Virtual* – Join Us from Anywhere  

Planned Highlights Include:  
Master of Ceremonies – Mr. Colby King  

Support Our Program / Raise Your Paddle  
Program and Activity Highlights from the Last Year  

Silent Auction (featuring baskets by Partner Churches)  
Annual Awards Presentation  

The Gala this year will be virtual as well as FREE and open to the public.  
The COVID-19 pandemic is presenting us with an opportunity  

to showcase our work to many more people!  
You Can Be a Part of Making This Our Most Successful Gala Ever –  

Please Join Us! Register now at http://bit.ly/SMGWGala20  
and please check our website (www.samaritanministry.org)  

regularly over the next several weeks for more details!  
*The Gala this year will be livestreamed on the internet via YouTube  

and on the Samaritan Ministry website.  

http://bit.ly/SMGWGala20%20
https://samaritanministry.org/
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Stewardship 

Capital Campaign Update  
 

As you read this update, the St. Alban’s Kitchen and Restroom renovation project is in full swing! This transformation  
is the result of many years of hard work by the Vestry, Clergy, Kitchen/Capital Campaign/Finance committees and 
many, many dedicated volunteers. But all this work would have never occurred if not for the parishioners committed  
to financially supporting this work. Again, Linda and I thank every one of you.     
 

The 3rd Quarter Capital Campaign statements have been mailed to all parishioners with an open pledge. As of mid-
October, $791,600 has been collected (55 percent of the total pledged amount). To date, 110 of 118 (93 percent) of 
pledgers have remitted payments early or on-time and the goal of collecting $825,000 this year remains within reach. 
As a reminder to pledgers on an “Annual” payment schedule, please remit your full 2020 payment by the end of  
December. Linda and I are also happy to report that a number of parishioners and friends of St. Alban’s have submitted 
payments to the Capital Campaign even though they did not initially pledge an amount. We thank these folks for their 
generosity. And we want to encourage anyone who wishes to help pay down the debt to simply send a check or use-
myEoffering, indicating that the funds should be applied to the Capital Campaign.  
 

Payments may be made at any time via myEoffering or by mail to the church office (advise the office that your check  
is coming). Please indicate that the check is for the “Capital Campaign” so the counters record the payment correctly. 
For questions, please contact Bill Calvert (hokiebc1988@gmail.com) or Linda Cummings (ldcummings@msn.com).     
                                                                                                                                     -Bill Calvert and Linda Cummings 
   

 

St. Alban’s is alive! While we all gather and worship remotely for now and into the 
near future, the clergy and members of St. Alban’s continue to spread the message 
of God’s love for the world in our community and abroad.  
 

We work with ACCA to deliver food and furniture to those in need. We support a 
weekly food delivery of prepared meals from World Central Kitchen to residents of 
Fairmont Gardens apartments, many of whom attend Poe Middle School and have depended on our after-school meals 
program.  We provide 12 children weekend meals through our Belvedere Elementary backpack program. We support the 
Northern Virginia Samaritan Ministry organization, providing administrative services, resume writing assistance, plan-
ning for Thanksgiving events and organizing donations for the Christmas season fundraiser. We make and donate face-
masks to high-risk members of our community and continue to make and sell our Chatting Fingers crafts, donating the 
funds to our Outreach ministries. We have purchased and donated four laptops to the girls at Our Little Roses. We pro-
duce weekly Holy Eucharist videos, sponsor Compline and Morning Prayer, and conduct Zoom get-togethers to help 
feed the spiritual and fellowship needs of our parish family and friends. Indeed, the heart of St. Alban’s beats strongly. 
 

I believe the prospect of changing someone’s life by showing them they are loved and treating them with dignity is what 
drives many members of St. Alban’s to give their time, talent and treasure. During the week of November 8, the Stew-
ardship Committee will begin mailing out pledge forms in preparation for our annual Ingathering scheduled for Sunday, 
November 22. As you decide what to pledge for the upcoming year, please faithfully consider how important St. Alban’s 
is to you as well as to our community. If you are able, also consider helping to offset expected losses of plate donations 
and rental income as we continue to worship apart.  
 

May God Bless you and the ones you love.                                                   -Bill Calvert, Stewardship Committee Member 

mailto:hokiebc1988@gmail.com
mailto:ldcummings@msn.com
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Meet the Superintendent—Terry McLaughlin 
 

Terry Mclaughlin is the Senior Project Superintendent for our  
kitchen renovation and construction project. He works for our  
General Contractor, Whitener and Jackson (W & J). Terry’s role is  
to coordinate everything that goes on at our construction site, includ-
ing the work of all subcontractors and W & J employees. He reports 
to project manager Sean Banks and to W & J’s general superinten-
dent, “Tex” Lloyd. 
 

Terry started working with Whitener and Jackson over 20 years ago. 
He is a carpenter by trade. He rose through the ranks to become a 
senior project superintendent. One of the most interesting projects 
he’s worked on was the construction of an Amazon data farm. The 
facility supports the Cloud and Amazon Web Services. 
 

Most recently, Terry supervised a security upgrade project at St. 
Mary’s School in Old Town The school created a space for lobby 
security, including a guard booth. They also installed a gold-leaf  
embellished grotto for a statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary and paint-
ed the surrounding wood to look like marble. “It was the most com-
plicated guard booth I ever built,” Terry says, “even more complex 
than some of the government projects I have worked on.” 
 

Terry’s wife Kathy is a nurse with Capital Hospice Care.  A few 
years ago, a patient asked her to take their cat  Although he didn’t 
think of himself as a cat person, Terry fell in love with the cat. He 

was pleased to meet St. Al-
ban’s supervisor, Clark, on 
his first day at the job site and 
the two get along well.   
 

Terry and his wife have two 
adult sons and a college-age 
daughter. Terry is proud of 
his Irish heritage.  He visited 
Ireland a few years ago with 
his wife and daughter, and 
they look forward to a return 
visit when international travel 
is possible again. 
 

As for St. Alban’s project, 
Terry is on hand to make sure 
subcontractors “do it like the 
plan says.” He consults daily 
with Fr. Jeff, Kate, Betsy 
and Clark about the activities 
going on at the site.    
                  -Betsy Anderson 

Terry Mclaughlin   
Senior Project Superintendent  
for our kitchen renovation and  

construction project.  
Miss Elizabeth, the dance 
teacher, stops by St.  
Alban’s to pick up some 
dance supplies she had  
in the attic. She bubbled 
over with enthusiasm for 
the kitchen project and 
for her long association 
with St. Alban’s.  
 

She conveys her best 
wishes to everyone at St. 
Alban’s. She said Miss 
Lisa has moved to Luray 
and sends her regards 
also.   –Betsy Anderson 

Betsy Anderson conducting inspections.  
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Construction Progress in  October 

The bathrooms!   
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Nancy Gamber  
 

Long-time parishioner Nancy Gamber died on 
October 1.  

 
 

Nancy was the mother  
of parishioners Ann 
Gamber (married to 
Gabe Nassar) and Bill 
Gamber (married to 
Jody), and grandmother 
of Adam, Ben and Luke 
Nassar and Olivia and 
Emily Gamber. 
 
Funeral arrangements 
are pending. 
 

.  

Chatting Fingers has been meeting via Zoom 
since April. Besides keeping up with our main 
mission of chatting to keep in touch, we have 
made more new items and have put together a 

catalogue in pdf file format. We have knits, fabric arts, bead-
ed necklaces, ceramics, seasonal wreaths, cards, and even 
Christmas-themed face masks! If you would like to receive a 
copy (updated once a week) please email Betsy Anderson  
betsy.anderson@me.com. The catalog includes instructions 
for how to pay for and pick up any items you buy. 

For Sale: Chatting Fingers Handmades and NatureGifts Pressed Flower Art  
A great way to support St. Alban’s! 

Deacon Frank J. Cammarano 
 

Deacon Cammarano, father of Deacon Theresa, died  on Sep-
tember 30 in New Jersey, his longtime home. Deacon Cammarano 
was predeceased by his wife Margaret Dicks in 2012. He and 
Margaret were very active in the church, and together worked 
with youth. 
 

 Deacon Cammarano 
was ordained in 1978 
and served at the Ca-
thedral of St. Francis 
for over 42 years. He 
was active in many 
community service 
organizations and 
coached Little League. 
He was a computer 
engineer for corpora-
tions and also taught 
computer science at 
Middlesex Community 
College until his re-
tirement. 

Please keep the families of Linda, Frank and Nancy  
and their loved ones in your thoughts and prayers. 

 
 

Receive, O Lord, your servants  
Linda, Frank and Nancy  

into the arms of your mercy,  
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace,  

and into the glorious company  
of the saints in light. 

Deacon Theresa with her dad,  
Deacon Frank Cammarano 

Linda Craig 
 
 

Linda Craig, wife of the late parishioner Dick 
Craig, died on August 7.  
 

Linda was a member 
of the Queen of 
Apostles Church in 
Alexandria but could 
be found on occasion 
around St. Alban’s 
with Dick.  
 

Linda had 8 children, 
(4 with Dick), 18 
grandchildren and 4 
great grandchildren. 
 

 

 

Barbara Hallman is offering a catalog of her recent 
pressed flower art for sale in support of St. Alban’s 2020 
“non-bazaar!” Framed and unframed art, 5x7 frame-able 
cards, print cards and resin pendant necklaces are availa-
ble. All are made from God’s precious “art materials”—
flowers, leaves, ferns, grasses, barks.  
 

All sales benefit St. Alban’s. Free local delivery.  
Please email Barbara for the most recent catalog at  
Bhallman1@cox.net.                         -Barbara Hallman 

-Betsy Anderson 

mailto:betsy.anderson@me.com
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Serving the Community in Need 
 
 

Nell Dillard regularly helps distribute food at the  
Thursday morning distribution at the Fairmont Garden 
apartments in Annandale.  
 

Here Nell is on October 15. This day’s fare included 
bread from Wegman’s. Also available on this day were 
frozen meat, fish and vegetables, ice cream, cereal,  
collagen drinks and more. Debbie Rosse and other  
parishioners regularly help with the distribution.  

Sunday School Lesson of  
October 18, taught by Adam Hutson 

 

A Socially Distanced Visit 
 

Sheila Massey and Annette Dagg visit and relax on the 
St. Alban’s Memorial Grove patio. What a lovely place 
to visit while safely socially distancing! !  



10 

 

Pinecones and Mushrooms 

  

After the first couple of months of confinement, I started walking the length of the long drive at Roslyn a couple of 
times a day. You'd think that it would get boring, but the flora and fauna have drawn me in with Beatrix Potter-like 
glimpses into their habits and habitats. I peer into doorways in the hollows of tree trunks, and tiptoe past grand earthen 
entrances to underground cities surrounded by garlands of moss and violets that would make the fancy catalog decora-
tors weep. The rock-edged drainage culverts leading out from the hills and under the drives serve as well-traveled 
groundhog highways. I explain regularly to the enormous flotilla of Canada geese that they might enjoy CANADA 
this time of year (they show no interest, in Canada or in me, I'm sorry to say). Most mornings, three bluebirds swoop 
and loop as I pass the big loblolly pine at the bend in the drive, apparently rehearsing for a remake of the Snow White 
dressmaking scene. And I've certainly figured out why the local university chose spiders as their mascot -- those omni-
present arachnids will prevail when all else has gone down to the dust.  
  
There is so much to see in God's breathtaking creation, when we slow down (by force, some of us) long enough to 
look. God's plan is so much bigger, richer, more intricate, more colorful -- and more sufficient unto itself -- than we 
can imagine, or remember, especially in times when it feels like the world, and our options and resources and futures, 
are closing in. 
  
What I've noticed the last few weeks are the pinecones and the mushrooms. Being new to these parts, I am scooping 
up the prickly loblolly pinecones and squirreling them away in the potting shed for Christmas. Where I come from, 
you have to buy pinecones in bags at the store (also dirt, but that's another reflection), so this feels like a bonanza. I 
look around for the symmetrical ones that have opened up, and I stuff them into my distended hoodie pockets. I 
learned not to wait too long when I see the good ones, because when it rains -- I don't know exactly how or why, but 
after it rains, there aren't any wide-open ones. I can't imagine how or why they would close up, but something hap-
pens, and they are all closed-up and soggy. Pinecones are sunshine treasures. 
  
However, on those same foggy, soggy mornings, profligate mushroom magic springs forth from some unseen subter-
ranean matrix -- huge white umbrellas in the mown fields, tiny red-capped domes in the pine needles, something that 
looks like a garden of brioches growing by the neighbor's fence, extravagant bohemian fringes on the downed logs 
over in the shady dell by the road to the canal, and a monstrous woody eruption that has endured many mowings of its 
crabgrass camouflage.  The mushrooms will remain, morphing in shape and color, until the next bright, sunny day, 
when by the evening walk, most have vanished back into the safety of leaf mold and thatch. 
  
Maybe we're a little like that, if we could only remember. Maybe some folks, and some traits, open up in strong light 
and heat, and pull in when it's dark and damp. And other folks, and other traits, emerge to surprise us when the rain 
sets in. Maybe God has given us all secret subterranean strengths and connections that only become visible when we 
are able to finish lamenting the pinecones we could have picked up yesterday (if only we'd known it was going to rain) 
and pay attention instead to what is growing today. Maybe there is miracle and magic in our rainy days, too. 
  
Many of our leaders feel the unbearable pressure of believing they have to hold together a world that is falling apart -- 
and many of us anxiously look to them expecting them to do just that. Maybe we all need to exhale, and go mushroom 
hunting. These days are not sunny, and our pinecones are looking like they'll never open again. But they will. They 
will! We are called only to be faithful, as God is faithful, and to hold fast to our faith, the rock on which our house is 
built. The rains may come, the winds may blow, but this house that is God's church, built on the rock of faith, will 
withstand it. Look around. God's creation, God's plan, God's providence, is beyond our imagination. Just look for it. 
There are mushrooms all around us. 
  
Blessings -- 
  
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson 
Assistant Bishop  
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church   
6800 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003  

703-256-2966   www.stalbansva.org        

Join The Diocese for Two Diocesan-Wide  
Sunday Worship Services  
 
 

November 15 | The Annual Convention Worship Service  
(Rebroadcast from the previous day’s Convention) 
 
 

December 27 | The Sunday following Christmas  
 
 

We are 179 churches worshipping together in one faith  
community. Join us for these two special diocesan online  
gatherings. Both services will premiere on Facebook and 
YouTube. Churches can make the services more interactive 
by hosting watch parties during their normal service time on 
their Facebook pages. The services will also be available for churches to incorporate into their regular Zoom broadcasts 
if they choose. More information will be distributed as the service dates approach.  

Compline: Wednesdays at 8:30 pm 
Via Zoom 

 
Rejoice always,  

pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God  
in Christ Jesus for you.   

1 Thess. 5:16-18 
 

 

Compline is a brief, meditative service of nighttime 
prayers, beloved of Christians around the world. It orig-
inated as the bedtime prayers in the monasteries centu-
ries ago, and appeared for the first time in the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer. The service includes a recita-
tion of a psalm, one reading from the Holy Gospels, 
canticles, and prayers for God’s protection and guid-
ance. It’s about 15 minutes in duration, so the perfect 
way to prepare for bed — whatever time that happens 
to be for you!  You can follow along in The Book of 
Common Prayer (p. 127), or follow the customized 
liturgy PDF that will be sent by email each week, along 
with the Zoom link. 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff   

Muldoon Concert Online —Dr. Jason Farris 
 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, the Muldoon Concert 
Series is back — virtually! Join us on Sunday, November  
8, at 4:00 p.m. for a brand new online concert from organ-
ist Dr. Jason Farris. This special event will showcase  
works from composers including Bach, Langlais, Durufle 
and more, as Dr. Farris leads us on A Musical Journey 
Through the Liturgical Year. The video will premiere on 
the St. Alban’s YouTube channel. 

 

About Dr. Jason Farris 
 

Jason Farris is the Director of  
Music at Grace Episcopal Church in 
The Plains, VA.  He plays the organ 
for all worship services, conducts 
the Grace Church Choir, and serves 
as the Artistic Director of the Grace 
Church Concert Series. He also cur-
rently serves as the interim organist 
at St. Alban’s, providing music for 
our Sunday online services during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Dr. Jason Farris 

http://wearestalbans.org/compline-wednesdays-at-830-pm/
https://wearestalbans.org/live


12 

 

Scenes from October 25 Service and Sunday School 
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Scenes from October 18 Service and Sunday School 

 

Immediately following the day’s church service on You Tube, 
Adam Hutson does a video lesson on the Beatitudes. For fur-
ther information and materials for online Sunday school, par-
ents should contact their child’s Sunday school teachers.  
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Scenes from October 4 Service  

Scenes from October 11 Service  
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All in-church services are cancelled during the  
pandemic. Please watch for emails from Fr. Jeff  

and Fr. Paul about online service schedules,  
confirmation classes and opportunities  

to use tele- and video- conferencing technology  
and pre-filmed videos to connect with  

our church family.  
 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
6800 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Needing help or able to help? Please contact church office  703-256-2966 

Join The Diocese for Two Diocesan-Wide  
Sunday Worship Services  
 
November 15 | The Annual Convention Worship Service  
(Rebroadcast from the previous day’s Convention) 
 
 

December 27 | The Sunday following Christmas  

Novena of Prayer 
October 27 - November 4  
  
We in the Diocese of Virginia join with Episcopalians across the nation and around the work of a Novena - nine day 
of prayer from October 27 through November 4. This A Season of Prayer: For an Election has been organized by 
Forward Movement and The Episcopal Church Office of Government Relations.    

A novena is an ancient tradition of nine days of devotional prayers, often with a specific intention. In this time in our 
national life, we pray for discernment in voting and for the well-being of our nation. 
  
As we move toward the election of leaders for the United States, may we all join in a season of prayer, committing to 
offer to God our fears and frustrations, our hopes and dreams. 
  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KzPBwQlyzCe0gi0KAeGe5xRH1VzN2Gwcd0GmE4S4H_JnAshkBxBFgbtGNO1_9QPfPVDvpHkjdaOJx7egsvOImqET0G6SExNCqwKunoF5PhHyI4MMjJ0IOAx0Q1GpJxum6RFegi13omDkJ-zO3VnTB3w9kGBHrDk0_xzRKoS0DH1g1Jx1A2l5nrWOfA0pb5trllokXXoEoJKCCIPiTN4qCJj2NMoDXIJT3eeV

