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From the Rector  

One of the few positives that came out of the time we were kept away  
from our beloved St. Albanôs was the work on our kitchen and restroom 
renovation project was able to proceed unhindered, benefiting by having  
an empty building and not having to work around a busy schedule with a 
building full of people.  As a result, the kitchen was completed by the time 
we gathered back for in-person worship in June. 
 
The truly observant, however, probably noticed a few more changes at  
our St. Albanôs campus.  Hopefully by now you have all noticed that the 
exterior of all our buildings (church, admin wing, education wing, parish 
hall and rectory) were scraped, power washed and repainted. The church 
building almost glows now. On entering the nave, you might have noticed 
four video cameras strategically placed on the soffits running down the  
side aisles of the nave. Itôs with those cameras, and the associated equip-
ment in room 1, that we were able to record our worship services during 
times of quarantine, and now enable us to livestream our services for those 
who cannot attend. 
 
As you can imagine, a paint job on the scale of ours wasnôt cheap, and  
our video system is fairly sophisticated. Youôre probably asking yourself, 
ñso who won the lottery?ò  We were able to make the improvements only 
because of a very generous bequest we received mid-year 2020. A dear 
friend of St. Albanôs, Marilyn Bernard, died in August 2019. Marilynôs 
late husband, Frank, was a devoted member of our parish. Frank died in 
2011, but Marilyn kept in touch with the clergy of St. Albanôs until her 

death.  Marilynôs intimate funeral was held in September 2019 at St. Albanôs, and I was quite surprised to receive a 
letter from her estate informing me that Marilyn had remembered St. Albanôs in her will. Marilyn had fond memories  
of St. Albanôs ï she was a regular visitor at our Christmas bazaar, Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Oktoberfest and  
other social gatherings. At her death, her gift to St. Albanôs amounted to slightly more than $420,000. While most of 
those funds will be put in our St. Albanôs Endowment Fund, the Vestry voted to spend a small part of it on some badly 
needed improvements, and the Vestry created a sub-committee to determine how to best work with this incredibly  
generous gift, including the painting and video equipment noted above.   
 
Marilyn wasnôt a member of St. Albanôs, nor did she ever really attend our worship services, but Fr. Paul and I main-
tained a close, friendly relationship with her. On my visits with her, she always commented that she liked the work we 
do in the community. Until her retirement, Marilyn was the librarian at Belvedere Elementary, one of the two schools 
with whom we have a ministry partnership, and so she was particularly interested in our food ministry there.  Marilyn 
felt that the work St. Albanôs does in the community, and within our four walls, was important enough to remember  
after her death. She gave no stipulations on how her gift was to be used (well, there actually was one rather humorous 
stipulation ï ask me about it sometime) and so I am certain she approves of using a small part of it to maintain our  
campus so that we can continue to do the work that was so important to her ï the Gospel work of feeding and helping  
the poor in our midst. 
 
Marilynôs legacy will help St. Albanôs continue doing the work Jesus commanded us to do. While it may make some 
uncomfortable, I encourage everyone to think about what they will leave behind when their earthly journey is over. It  
is, after all, your legacy no matter how great or small it might be. If you are interested in remembering St. Albanôs in 
your will, we have literature available in the narthex to help you get started.   
 
I wish you Godôs peace and blessings.                                                                                                                -Fr. Jeff 

 

Clark, loyal companion to Fr. Jeff.  



  

 

From the Associate Rector 

Fr. Paul with Adam Hutson at the baptism of Declan Mundy on August 22.  

August 1st marked my fourth 
year as a priest on staff at St. 
Albanôs ï arriving, as I did,  
wide-eyed and uncertain, from 
the venerable seminary in Alex-
andria. Itôs been a remarkable, 
challenging, surprising and  
deeply meaningful stretch of 
time.  
 
Donôt worry, Iôm not going  
anywhereéI have found a 
friendly and supportive con- 
gregation in the People of  
St. Albanôs and it seems the  
Spirit still has work for me to  
do here, alongside all of you! 
 
Going into my fifth (!) year at 
this parish church, I am excited 
by the possibilities which lie 
ahead ï our new kitchen, not 
least of which, presents both  
opportunities and deep responsi-
bilities. God gives his people,  
as Jim Kilby once memorably 
said, the ñtools to complete  
the missionò ï though the exact  
nature of what those missions are to be, thatôs the part thatôs not clear yet.  
 
Certainly, though, God has more work for us to do, more people to bless with our abundance, more lives to touch with 
Godôs love. St. Albanôs is indeed a vibrant place ï even in the depths of the pandemic, we have managed to keep busy. 
Unlike many parishes, where the hallways become a ghost town for much of the summer, Saint Albanôs has only a few 
ñquietò weeks in late July/early August. Itôs exciting to be a part of a church that loves being together, doing ministry 
and outreach together, faithful in worshiping together. 
 
Sometimes, though, I think we are so busy that we donôt really take time to BE. Being in Godôs presence through daily 
prayer, through regular study of scripture, and through engaging in spiritual practices that deepen our walk with Christ 
are also essential parts of living for Him day-to-day. Iôm excited for the upcoming spiritual growth assessment our  
parish is soon to undertake, and out of that hopefully a new energy will form around Christian life and discipleship.  
See Kevin Hollandôs article on page 8 for more information on that effort! 
 
In the meantime, we are all rather fatigued by the seeming-to-never-end pandemic. Most of us, at this point, arenôt even 
sure what is ñsafeò to do and what isnôt. It has thrown a spanner in the works of planning for the fall. Though we had 
hoped, by September, to be returning to a sort of normalcy, it seems that cautious steps are still needed. Sunday School  
is one of those difficult situations. So is the regular offering of childcare through our nursery. With no one under 12  
vaccinated, many of our families with young children are still not ñbackò in church; the Delta variant has really made 
this one of the more complicated things to figure out.  
 
Sunday School Coordinator, Adam Hutson, and the Sunday School teachers, are beginning conversations about how  
to adjust education for children ï we must not neglect teaching our kids about Jesus! That may need to once again take  
a different form, at least for the rest of 2021. It will need creativity effort and participation of parents of school-age chil-
dren. Stay tuned! 
 
In the meantime, continue to hold one another in prayer. Make sure you volunteer to pitch in for worship, outreach or 
other activities, as we are not yet fully ñstaffedò yet in many of our regular ministries. Your church is all of YOU!  
See you at worship on Sunday!                                                                                                                  Fr. Paul   
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From the Deacon 

Wardenôs Pen 

Feeding America issued a report in April 2021 projecting that 42 million people (1 in 8), including 13 million children  
(1 in 6), may experience food insecurity in 2021. During St. Albanôs involvement in community responses to hunger, 
weôve identified the need for a new program, increases to an ongoing program, and we are exploring how to respond  
to another need for more support. 
 

Early in the summer, the Diocese of Virginia awarded a Mustard Seed grant to St. Albanôs for a new food ministry.  
Our Food for Poe Families Ministry, coordinated by Nell Dillard, is one of the many ways that St. Albanôs works with 
the community to provide food for community members. The $2,000 grant supplements funds in the Outreach budget 
and a donation to support food ministries. This new program design, developed by Nell and Remy Jurenas at the re-
quest of the Poe Middle School staff, provides groceries one day a month to families who are part of the Poe community 
which includes Braddock Elementary School. The program has evolved and will continue to change in response to the 
need. 
 

Weôre thrilled to continue two ongoing food programs. The Poe After-School Meals  
Program will begin in September. Coordinated by Camille Stern and Remy, experienced 
program volunteers are being sent a survey to help identify the best approaches to partici-
pate in the program safely. New volunteers are invited to let Remy and Camille know that 
you are interested. If you can participate one day periodically, or regularly, you are wel-
come. 
 

In our seventh school year providing Weekend Meals for Belvedere students, weôre adding 
meals for three additional students, bringing our total to 15 students. Before school started, 
the staff identified 39 students who would benefit from weekend meals. They are grateful 
that weôve been able to increase the number of students we support. 
 

As Iôve proclaimed the Gospel about Jesus feeding the people and teaching about the bread 
of life, Iôve been reminded about our work together, sharing bread and feeding people in 
community. As we are transformed by the bread we share in the Eucharist, we are prepared 
to share with our neighbors abundantly.                                              -Deacon Theresa  

Dear fellow Parishioners, 
 
 

Your Vestry is looking to set a date for the post-
poned 2021 Annual Meeting sometime this mid- 
to late-September. One event that happens at each  
Annual Meeting is electing a new slate of four  
Vestry Members. Four of your fellow parishioners 
have been serving since 2018. Their terms were 
scheduled to end in March 2021, but for the pan-
demic. They graciously agreed to extend their term 
until we could safely regather for an in-person An-
nual Meeting, which at this writing is an additional 
six months. Many, many thanks to Nancy Harrell, 
Jim Kilby, Margaret Pendley (Register), and  
Rick Weinberg (Junior Warden).  
 

I ask that you consider taking a turn at helping  
govern your parish, along with 11 of your fellow 
parishioners (see, you donôt have to do it alone).  
For more information about what the Vestry does, 
please check out the Vestry page on the St. Albanôs 
website and feel free to contact a current Vestry 
member to ask them about their experience.  If you 
are interested in submitting a nomination, please 
contact me. 
 

Thank you for making St. Albanôs such a wonderful 
place and community!    Gratefully, Moira Skinner 
 

A Different Type of Ministry SundayðWhere 
is God Calling Me to Serve?  
 
 
 
 

Due to Covid, Ministry Sunday 
will have to be a bit different 
this year. For everyoneôs safety 
we will highlight one or two 
ministries in the narthex on  
Sundays starting after Labor 
Day and going into the new 
year. Ministries will have a  
table set up after both ser-
vices.  Please be supportive  
and plan to stop by to visit.  
 
 
 

When you do, ask yourself, 
ñWhere is God calling me to 
serve?ò We can help find the 
ñright fitò for you and your  
lifestyle. Whether you have  
one hour of time to donate or 
can chair an entire committee, 
there is a place for everyone at St. Albanôs. Representatives 
from each ministry will be available to discuss how our com-
bined effort serves the mission of St. Albanôs.  
 
 

For more information, please contact Karen or Rick  
Weinberg at rweinberg1@cox.net. 
  

 


