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From the Rector 

Congratulations to our graduates! 
See page 13.  

On the 6th Sunday of Easter (May 22) our Gospel reading was 
about the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, which would be sent to  
the disciples following Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascen-
sion. In my sermon, I talked about how we can know if we are 
hearing the voice of the Holy Spirit, or if we’re hearing one  
of many conflicting voices that come at us from nearly every 
aspect of our lives. And I suggested that following the voice  
of the Holy Spirit results in what St. Paul calls “the fruits of  
the Spirit:” love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.   
 
There is a word, and a practice, for how you know you are  
following the Holy Spirit:  discernment. In our Christian  
context, discernment can be defined as seeking clarity or  
spiritual guidance from God, without preconceived notions  
or biases. In other words, spiritual discernment can be likened to a “trust fall” in which one person deliberately falls 
backward, trusting that others in their group will catch them. It’s a scary thing, being vulnerable and putting your com-
plete trust in someone else to prevent you from harm. We can definitely say the same thing about spiritual discernment: 
it’s a scary thing, putting our complete and total trust in God to guide us along life’s pathways. 
 
Discernment is often done in small groups as it can be a lengthy process of sitting quietly, listening for the still, small 
voice of God to give guidance. I know of entire church congregations that have engaged in just that kind of practice to 
discern a way forward with major decisions that will impact the life of the parish. As the beginning of summer draws 
ever closer, I hope you will use some of the summer downtime to discern where God might be calling you – calling  
you in your own spiritual life, calling you in the context of your family, workplace, vocation or community, and where 
God is calling you in the Church. 
 
As Christians, it isn’t enough to simply observe Sunday worship and then depart Church (or, in this day and age, turn  
off the TV or shut down the computer). The backbone of the Church isn’t the bishops or the priests or the deacons. It’s 
everyone, but it begins with the laity. Our catechism says this about the laity: The ministry of laypersons is to represent 
Christ and his Church; to bear witness to him wherever they may be; and, according to the gifts given them, to carry on 
Christ's work of reconciliation in the world; and to take their place in the life, worship and governance of the Church. 
 
What gifts do you have, and how is God calling you to use them to represent Christ and further His Kingdom? Perhaps 
God, in the Holy Spirit, is calling you to take on a greater role – perhaps to teach Sunday School; perhaps to become 
more involved in our many outreach opportunities; perhaps to join a Bible study class or book study series or attend 
Adult Forums. Maybe God is calling you to better attendance in Sunday worship. Or to a leadership role in the parish. 
Here at St. Alban’s, there is a lot going on, and even more coming up (please see Chris Martin’s article in the War-
den’s Pen.) 
 
I hope you will spend some time this summer discerning, listening for the still, small voice of God. And I hope you will 
share with me what you have heard. Or, I would be delighted to talk with you to help you make some sense out of what 
God might be saying to you. 
 
As always, I give thanks for each of you, and I pray that you will have a most blessed, relaxing summer.          -Fr. Jeff  

New Service Times Start June 26 
8:00 am and 10:30 am  

Picnic 
June 19  
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Warden’s Pen 

In the April edition of the Word, I wrote that “there’s a sense of renewal and fresh opportunity for ministry emerging  
at St. Alban’s.” Those words have taken on new meaning and bit more urgency with the news of Deacon Theresa’s 
imminent reassignment. In the coming weeks, we’ll be in dialog as a faith community about how we transition to the 
next phase of all the various ministries that have been expanded and enhanced by the gifts of servant leadership Deacon 
Theresa has brought to our work these past seven years. On behalf of the clergy and vestry, I ask that you prayerfully 
consider how you may be called to a new or deeper role in one of these ministries as part of your spiritual journey. 
 

Another opportunity involves the ongoing work to implement the RenewalWorks recommendations. (For a copy of  
the report, see https://wearestalbans.org/renewalworks). The first recommendation was that we reemphasize voluntary 
adult formation and education programs to complement ongoing formation for children and youth through our  
Sunday School program. A working group was formed to determine how best to facilitate this, and the conclusions  
were threefold:  
 

First, content. We need to develop a structured adult formation program, with a progression of topics that are announced 
on an ongoing basis.  
 

Second, dedicated time. Time for the program, including on Sunday when the majority of parishioners are together.  
 

Third, accessibility. While Sunday mornings are important for in-person formation, we have increasingly become a  
hybrid community with an element of virtual/online interaction likely to become part of our “new normal” on a perma-
nent basis. 
 

After several meetings, the working group proposed, and the vestry agreed, that a critical enabler will be making the 
time available on Sunday mornings for a meaningful formation program. To that end, we will begin a pilot that includes 
new times for our regular Sunday worship. Starting on Sunday, June 26, the first service will begin at 8:00 a.m.  
and the second service will begin at 10:30 a.m.  
 

While this change may create some initial inconvenience, we believe it is the right step forward to provide the time 
needed for a meaningful formation program, with attendees at both services having a stake in its success. We envision 
this pilot taking up to a year to implement and evaluate, as we develop new “muscle memory” around the service times, 
and as the program develops and gains momentum.  
 

In terms of the details, we see Sunday mornings working as follows: 
8:00 – 9:00 am First service 

9:00 am  First coffee hour begins 

9:15 am  Formation classes begin; coffee hour continues for those wishing to remain there 

10:15 am Formation classes end 

10:30 am Second service begins 

11:30 am + Second coffee hour 
 

Regarding accessibility, the “Episcopal 101” class currently being offered between services (in Room 11) is accessible 
via Zoom now, and we anticipate needing similar capability in Frizzell Hall in the future and are evaluating options to 
do so.  
 

We will be seeking your input throughout the pilot, and ask that you give it an honest try; a chance to succeed. And  
we ask that you embrace the new opportunity that this represents, both for current and prospective new members of  
our parish family. We believe this is where St. Alban’s is being called, so let’s do our best to be open to that call, and  
let the Holy Spirit lead us where it will.                                                                            -Chris Martin, Senior Warden  

 
                                                                                                

                 

 

      

   

Parish Picnic June 19, following the 10:15 am service.  
See sign-up sheet in narthex.  

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth,  
hear our prayers for this parish family.  

Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.  
Grant us all things necessary for our common life,  

and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  

(Prayer 11, BCP page 817)  

https://wearestalbans.org/renewalworks
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Dear St. Alban’s Family and Friends, 
 

Deacon Theresa joined our St. Alban’s family as a deacon-in-training on the Feast of the Epiphany in 2015. The plan 
was for her to learn all she could from us in a year’s time, and then the Bishop would assign her to a parish where her 
gifts and skills would be put to good use. As it turns out, the Holy Spirit placed Deacon Theresa at St. Alban’s, where 
she has exercised her diaconal ministry with us for the past seven years. 
 

In her time here, Deacon Theresa has been the energy behind the start-up of many of our ministries:  
 

Belvedere Backpack Meals (and, before that, our mentoring and homework help ministries at Belvedere Elementary), 
Caregivers Support Sessions, food distribution at Fairmont Gardens Apartments at the height of the pandemic in 2020, 
and Braddock Elementary Food distribution, just to name a few. In addition, she has brought the needs and concerns of 
the world to us through her presence at the “Unite-the-Right” rally in Charlottesville in 2017; the Moral Monday March 
for Voter’s Rights in Washington, D.C. in 2021; through her mentorship of two Sacred Ground circles at St. Alban’s, 
and through her preaching which always called us all to live out our Baptismal Covenant by respecting the rights of all 
people. 
 

Deacon Theresa has served us at St. Alban’s at the pleasure of the Bishop: as with all deacons, she works for the Bishop, 
not the local parish. During her time here among us, we, and our community, have been the fortunate beneficiaries of  
her talents, creativity, energy and steadfast faith in the goodness of Jesus and the Gospel. We have been blessed by her 
presence and are grateful for the wonderful ministries she has begun and for her leadership. 
 

Now, after a remarkable seven years at St. Alban’s, Bishop Goff has called Deacon Theresa to a new ministry, to share 
her many gifts with a different community. Her last Sunday with us will be June 12th. Her departure will be a sad time 
for us, but at the same time, a wonderful celebration for her new family of faith. I’m sure the Holy Spirit has much good 
in store for them through this next chapter of her ministry. 
 

What this means for us, though, is that we will need to pick up the varied jobs that Deacon Theresa filled that ensure  
the smooth running of our ministries. Deacon Theresa, Moira Skinner (Outreach Chair), and I have the utmost confi-
dence that our St. Alban’s family values our ministries and outreach efforts and they will continue to run smoothly 
through the transition. 
 

We do amazing things in our community, as we work to live out the Great Commandments of loving God and loving  
our neighbor. I believe we are the hands and feet and heart of Jesus here in Annandale, and Deacon Theresa has helped 
us take that to a higher level. I hope you will join me in extending our immense thanks to Deacon Theresa for all she  
has done while at St. Alban’s, and in wishing her the very best, and God’s blessings, as she begins this next step in her 
diaconal ministry.                                                                                                                                                                                    Faithfully, Fr. Jeff  

By The Numbers: Food Ministries Each month, St. Alban’s provides: 
 

140 bags of groceries to 70 families from Braddock Elementary School.  
Each family receives approximately 30+ pounds of fresh produce, eggs,  
cheese and pantry basics.  
 

250 hot meals for students at Poe Middle School. 
 

360 meals with snacks for Belvedere Elementary students  
(60 packages containing 6 meals plus snacks). 

Publisher:  
The  Rev. Jeff Shankles  

Managing Editor. Photo Editor,  
Design & Layout; Production  

and Distribution:  Barbara Hallman 
 

Contributors:  
The  Rev. Jeff Shankles;  

The Rev. Theresa Lewallen;  
Harry Baisden; Bill Calvert;  

Linda Cummings;  Adam Detzner;  
Nell Dillard; Barbara Hallman;  

Chris Martin; Clarence Zuvekas.  
 

Photographers:  
The Rev. Jeff Shankles;  

Betsy Anderson; Nell Dillard;  
Carolyn Foley; Fay Froh;  

Barbara Hallman; Hillary Leersnyder; 
Kit Ryan; Debbie Rosse; Kate Wettstein. 

 

Next Edition: July-August 2022  
Articles/photos welcome!  

Submit by June 15 to  
bhallman1@cox.net 

 
 
 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  
6800 Columbia Pike   

Annandale, VA 22003 
703-256-2966   www.stalbansva.org        

Feeding programs for needy Poe Middle  
and Braddock Elementary School students  

and their families. 
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Gratitude  
 

As I write my last article for The 
Word, I feel some sadness at leaving 
you on June 12; some joy at having 
extended time off to be with my  
family; and some anticipation and as  
I look ahead to serving at The Church 
of the Resurrection in Alexandria  
beginning in September.  
 

Overwhelmingly, I am filled with 
gratitude. I am grateful for the deep 
history of ministries in the communi-
ty that still resonate with many of 
you. I am grateful for your openness 
to try new ministries and to offer new ways to do our work together. I give thanks that you share your gifts of time,  
talent, and money to meet the needs of our neighbors who live in poverty, people who are vulnerable, and who are hun-
gry. The ministries you’ve initiated and supported since I began in 2015 have grown tremendously. I have been glad to 
say to my deacon colleagues and Bishop Susan that St. Alban’s ministries for and with the community grew during the 
pandemic. You saw the needs and stepped in to meet them.  
 

I am immensely grateful to my clergy colleagues. I give thanks that Fr. Jeff agreed to serve as my mentor during my 
training period. His invitation to learn at St. Alban’s opened the door that allowed me to minister alongside you. He  
has been a wonderful colleague and sounding board as I navigated the ordained ministry and a job. Fr. Jeff has been 
steadfast in his willingness to give me and you the space to try new things and to grow together. Fr. Paul’s support of 
my diaconal ministry and our conversations on youth ministry and liturgy have been gifts that will continue to resonate 
as I move to my new parish. He has been generous with his time when I stop by and with his thoughtful insights. I am 
grateful that Fr. Jeff, Fr. Paul and I will continue to serve as clergy together within the Diocese and be engaged in dis-
cernment committees for the Diocese. 
 

The Vestries and other lay leaders I have served with have been open to learning more, sharing more about the needs  
of the community, the work of The Episcopal Church and the role of the diaconate. Your leadership has been a gift 
beyond what you imagine.  
 

I am grateful for the ways you stretched me and helped me to become more deeply who God has made me to be as a 
person and as a deacon. You have trusted me and had faith in me. You have shared yourselves, your feedback, your  
concerns and burdens, your struggles and your hearts with me. You have forgiven me when I have fallen short and  
encouraged me when my physical and spiritual energy have run low. 
 

This change comes after discernment by and with people I trust to help me respond to the nudging of the Holy Spirit.  
It is clear to me that the Holy Spirit is at work among us all and is calling this community to continue to bring Jesus’ 
peace, healing and transforming love into the community. I give thanks to God for all you have been and done. I give 
thanks to God for all you will be and will do in the community and the world as we rejoice in the power of the Spirit. 
                                                                                                                                                                 -Deacon Theresa  
 

From the Deacon 

 

From the Music Minister and Organist 

Later this month, my partner Karl and I will fly to the Netherlands, where I’ll take part in the International Schnitger 
Organ Competition in Alkmaar, a city in North Holland. The competition was actually supposed to take place last year, 
but it was delayed a year due to COVID-19. So I’ve been “living with” this repertoire for a long time, so while I confess 
part of me is eager for the whole ordeal to be over, I’m also chomping at the bit to get out there and play.  
 

My participation is especially meaningful because John Leek, the builder of our lovely North German style organ, was 
born and raised in Alkmaar. His love of the instrument and pursuit of a career as an organ builder and technician was 
surely nurtured by the sights and sounds of the marvelous organs in Alkmaar. My admission to the competition is also a 
special honor since, this year, I am the only American who made it past the pre-recorded round.  
 

The concept of an organ “competition” might seem strange, since musical taste is hardly objective. In this competition, 
the ten competitors will perform anonymously, and an international jury of five organists will give each performer a 
score. There are three rounds. The first and final rounds are in the Laurenskerk in the center of town, and the second 
round is in the Kapelkerk somewhat further east.  (Story continues page 5).  
 

 

Deacon Theresa with others loading groceries for needy Braddock and Poe families . 

https://orgelfestivalholland.nl/concours
https://orgelfestivalholland.nl/concours
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(Continued from page 5)  
 

Both churches have historically important instruments. The Laurenskerk 
has a small choir organ from 1511 by the Dutch builder van Covelens. 
While it has been modified, restored and re-restored many times over the 
centuries, its overall age makes it the third oldest playable organ in the 
world. On the other side of the Laurenskerk, a massive organ with three 
manuals (keyboards) and more than fifty stops looms over the nave. It has 
pipes from the Dutch builder van Hagerbeer as well as later additions from 
Franz Caspar Schnitger in the early eighteenth century – hence the name  
of the competition. It is regarded as one of the best organs in the world for 
the performance of the music of J. S. Bach. 
 

A few days after I arrive, I’ll have ninety minutes of practice time in the 
Laurenskerk, where the first round takes place. During this very short  
time, I need to finalize my registrations (the combinations of stops I’ve 
chosen for the various pieces I’m playing in the first round) on both the  
van Covelens and Schnitger/van Hagerbeer organs, both of which are at  
the top of spiral staircases and set at about a football field’s length from  
one another. Luckily, I had several hours on both organs in March, when I 
took a Sunday off to spend a weekend in Alkmaar for a sort of competition 
“orientation,” so I have some rough ideas of what might work. (Thank you 
again to Fr. Jeff and the Vestry for the time away!) Nonetheless, time man-
agement will be a major challenge. 
 

An additional challenge is that on both instruments the sound at the console 
(keyboards) is quite different from what the jury will hear in the room. On 
the large organ, some of the pipes are ninety feet above the player, so they 
sound quite distant; but their proximity to the wooden ceiling causes their 
sound to reverberate and make them among the loudest pipes on the organ. 
During my visit in March, I brought a high-quality portable audio recorder 
to record different registrations from the location where the jury will sit. 
These recordings helped me make some initial registration choices, which 
I’m hoping to finalize with my previous ninety minutes before the first 
round. 
 

Moreover, there is a musicological – or, we could say, political – challenge 
in choosing registrations. For example, in the first round, I am presenting a 
Toccata by Sweelinck. Some organists prefer to play this kind of piece on 
one registration from beginning to end. In fact, some organists think this is 
the only acceptable way to play this music. But in a sense, all that matters 
for this competition is what the jurors think - if only I could read minds! In 
another round, I’ll (hopefully) be presenting a lengthy fugue by J. S. Bach, 
which was likely originally composed for the harpsichord. I hear this fugue 

as brash and full of fire – but will a loud registration fatigue the jury’s ears, especially if I’m the last performer at the end 
of a long day of organ music? (The order of performers in each round is random). These are just a few of the questions 
I’m fretting about. (Karl, who recently finished his doctorate in organ performance, is, I am sure, tired of talking about 
all of this). 
 
The organs themselves are quite physically demanding to play. The key action is extremely heavy on the large Laurens-
kerk organ. The smaller van Covelens organ has a weird console – its keyboards and pedalboard start on F instead of  
C and are missing low F# and G#. It’s visually very disorienting to look down at my left hand and see something com-
pletely alien, and without regular access to this organ, there’s no real way for me to get used to it. But the nine other 
competitors are in the same boat. 
 
On Saturday June 4, at 4:00 pm, here at St. Alban’s, I will present a recital featuring some of the music I’ve prepared  
for the competition (with our famous screen and “pedal cam”). We will have a free will offering to defray some of the 
expenses of my trip to Alkmaar – any funds not used will go to our general music fund. I invite your financial support, 
but more importantly, your presence and prayers as I get ready to prepare to represent our church and our country. Wish 
me luck!                                                                                   -In Christ, Adam Detzner, Minister of Music and Organist 

The keydesk of the van Hagerbeer / Schnitger 
organ, with the more than fifty stops  

to choose from. 

The keyboards of the van Covelens organ  
of 1511, with its strange bass keys  

(no F# or G#). 

 

From the Music Minister and Organist (continued)  

 

http://echo-organs.org/alkmaar_organ_1_covelens.html
http://echo-organs.org/alkmaar_organ_2_hagerbeer.html
http://echo-organs.org/alkmaar_organ_2_hagerbeer.html
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June 5.  American composer Everett Titcomb (1884-1968) was influenced by the Second New England School of  
musicians (George Chadwick, Arthur Foote, Amy Beach, et al.), French music and especially plainchant and polyphony  
from 15th- and 16th-century Italy. He was largely responsible for reintroducing the latter traditions into the services of  
the Episcopal Church.  Titcomb served for 50 years as organist and choirmaster at the Church of St. John the Evangelist 
in Boston, whose choir is now merged with that of St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral. We will be singing his Pentecost  
motet, I Will Not Leave You Comfortless, the sixth of his Eight Short Motets for the Greater Festivals of the Church. 
 
June 12.  Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739) pursued his musical interests as a sideline to his work in law and public ser-
vice, which included a long stint as a magistrate in Venice (from 1708 until his exile in 1728). His slightly older and less
-well-known brother Alessandro followed a similar path.  Other notable composers whose musical pursuits were second-
ary activities include the noted Russian organic chemistry professor and researcher Alexander Borodin (1833-1887) and 
the successful American insurance executive Charles Ives (1874-1954). Our anthem this Sunday is Benedetto Marcello’s 
O Lord, How Excellent Is Thy Name, the text of which is based on Psalm 8:9 and Psalm 9:2. 
  
June 19.  To close out the 2021-22 Choir Season, we turn once again to Sir John Stainer (1840-1901), an English  
composer we featured during the Epiphany season and on Easter Sunday.  Stainer was a highly regarded organist and  
did much to enhance the quality of choral performance in England. Also active in academic pursuits (he was a music  
professor at Oxford), he wrote 11 books on music theory, history and performance. He is represented in our Hymnal  
as the composer of Hymn 160 (“Cross of Jesus”) and the harmonizer of “The First Nowell” (Hymn 109).  We will be  
singing his Te Deum in B-Flat Major.                                                                                                   -Clarence Zuvekas 

Adam Detzner in Recital, June 4 
 

Our Minister of Music and Organist Adam will present a recital featuring the music he  
has prepared for the upcoming International Schnitger Organ Competition in the Nether-

lands. We will collect a free will offering to defray some of the costs of Adam’s travel to Europe – any funds not used 
will go to the general music fund. If you can’t attend but would still like to support Adam, please be in touch at 
adetzner@stalbansva.org. 

                                              Choir Notes  

Our packing crew for our semi-monthly food distribution to needy families on May 19 

Packers Ron Vogel, Ray Hanlein, manager Nell Dillard, Sally Hanlein,  
Patricia Smith, Fran Walinsky and Vivian Byerly.  

Not shown: Linda Cummings, Carlos Guzman, Barbara Hallman and Kate Wettstein.  
 

Can you help in June?  
 
 

Nell Dillard will be  
recuperating from surgery  

at the end of May and some 
regulars are traveling, so   

extra hands in June  
to lighten the load would  

be most appreciated!  
 

Let Nell know or sign up  
on the Sign Up Genius on  

the church website.  
Tentative dates for June are 

Thursdays June 2, 16 and 30. 
(day of week may change 

based on summer  
schedule—stay tuned).  

 

We meet in the parish hall 
around 2:45-3:00 pm and 

packing takes not more than 
an hour and a half.  

 

We also need delivery  
people to drive the filled bags 

to the distribution site and 
distribute them. This takes 

two hours or less. 

mailto:adetzner@stalbansva.org
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Capital Campaign Update  
 

As we continue the fourth year of the Capital Campaign, redemptions remain slightly ahead of schedule. The 2022  
1st Quarter Capital Campaign statements have been mailed to all parishioners with an open pledge. Through the end  
of March 2022, $1.231M has been collected (more than 86 percent of the total pledged amount of $1.426M). A total  
of $26K was collected through March 2022 and the year-end redemption goal for 2022 is $150K. Of the 118 pledges  
received during the Capital Campaign, 56 are complete. Additionally, 13 people have contributed $27,630 above initial 
pledged amounts.   
 
All bills associated with the Capital Campaign and renovation project are paid, and the outstanding principal on the loan 
is down to $23K. Once the loan is satisfied, the Treasurer will direct all additional redemptions to the Capital Reserve. 
We want to encourage anyone who wishes to help pay down the debt or plus up our reserve funds to send a check or use 
myEoffering, indicating that the funds should be applied to the Capital Campaign.  
 
Payments may be made at any time via myEoffering or by mail to the church office.  Please indicate that the check is  
for the “Capital Campaign” so the counters record the payment correctly. For questions, please contact Bill Calvert 
(hokiebc1988@gmail.com) or Linda Cummings (ldcummings@msn.com).             -Bill Calvert and Linda Cummings 

Building and Grounds 
 

The Building and Grounds Committee and several dedicated parishioners continue to complete improvements to the 
church and address emergency and deferred maintenance items. 

 

 

Mower Shed Construction –  
      We had a GREAT turnout on Saturday, April 30 

and were able to complete a majority of the work. 
The new shed is in use with a few minor items 
left. Total cost came to $4,500. A BIG THANKS 
to Harry Baisden for his leadership with this  

       project. (see pages 8 and 9 for photos and story) 
 

Sewer Repairs, Narthex/Office Wing Restrooms –  
      The mysteries of an old building…. When the 

sewer company began digging to support the  
       sewer line repairs, they found a septic tank lid 

under two feet of earth. Neither the church plans 
nor Fairfax County had a record of a septic  

       system. We estimate it has been more than 25 
years since the tank was last pumped (it is re-
quired to be pumped every 5 years). We have re-
placed the tank lid and had the system pumped, 
allowing us to reopen the restrooms for a total 
cost of $3,200 (verses the up to $12,000 estimated 
for sewer repairs). We declined further inspections to assess the “health” of the septic system, assuming bad news 
after deferred maintenance for so long. Instead, we will have the tank pumped again in 2-3 years and assess how  

      the system is operating. 
 

Egress Lighting Repairs –   
      Last year, a power inverter failed, affecting egress and exit sign lighting in the narthex, sanctuary and office wing. 

The Fire Marshall has “passed” us with the understanding that we are actively working with a contractor to fix the 
issues. The contractor (Becker) has estimated repairs will cost $13,400 and the Vestry has authorized spending up  

      to this amount. In the meantime, Carlos is exploring other solutions.  
 

Maintenance Contracts –  
     We now have updated maintenance contracts in place for church and rectory mechanical equipment. Our last efforts 

will be maintenance contracts for the kitchen equipment. 
 

Kitchen Permitting –  
      Speaking of the kitchen, Dr. Glen White has contacted Fairfax County and has begun the final steps to get the  
      inspections accomplished and needed policies in place to certify the kitchen and open the property up to commercial 

rentals. Debra Becker is the first parishioner to receive a Certified Food Manager Certificate, an important part of 
kitchen management and of replacing lost rents after the school leaves. If you feel called to assist, please contact 
Glen, me or any Vestry member.                                                                                    -Bill Calvert, Junior Warden 

 

mailto:hokiebc1988@gmail.com
mailto:ldcummings@msn.com
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Barn Raising April 30! 
 
 

On April 30 parishioners came together for an old-fashioned “Barn Rais-
ing” to build a new mower and equipment shed to replace the dilapidated 
old sheds currently in use. Harry Baisden served as construction boss. 
Look at that gorgeous red structure! (See page 9 for story).  

Harry in full construction gear  
at the sign up sheet on April 24.  
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St. Alban’s ‘Barn Raising” Proves Parishioners’ Mettle 
 

If you need to be reminded of just what the cooperation, hard work and 
carpentry skills of the parishioners of St. Alban’s can accomplish, just 
walk out behind the parish hall and take a look at the new mower barn (it 
started out as a mower shed, but more on that later) they built on April 30. 
 

The project started nearly three years ago when, being concerned about 
the beat up condition of the old metal mower shed and its smaller compan-
ion, I approached Fr. Jeff with the idea to build a new shed based on the 
design of my workshop which I had built several years ago. After several 
interruptions, including a pandemic, the project finally moved ahead this 
spring, with the April 30 date set as an old fashioned “barn raising.” 
 

And “barn” was about what was raised after the original plan was  
improved and added to with the input of Bill Calvert and Kit Ryan.  
 

My plan was to have the foundation work and floor in place so we could 
start with erecting the walls the first thing on the barn raising day. And I 
was going to hire some day laborers to dig the foundation trench, but our 
sexton, Carlos Guzman, volunteered to do that work with my help. After 
two days of digging and hacking in the rock-filled Virginia clay, we were 
ready to place the cinderblock foundation blocks. 
 

Another two days of hard work by Kit, Monte Kohler, Tom Tycz and me produced a level foundation and the floor of 
the new barn. 
 

I didn’t record the names of everybody who showed up on that sunny Saturday morning of the barn raising, but it was  
a great crew. We started the day by dividing into several work crews – one to assemble the roof trusses that Bill had  
designed, two more to build the wall, another crew to paint the exterior wall sheathing before it was attached to the  
structure and finally a group to do some odds and ends assignments that didn’t fit neatly into the other teams. 
 

Monte served as the “sawyer,” cutting the various pieces of lumber to the sizes called for in the plans. When he caught 
up with sawing at any point, he helped out with the wall building. 
 

We had the basic structure pretty much in place when Fr. Jeff, with help from some other parishioners, put together a 
much-needed lunch of grilled hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken, with all the trimmings. After the hard work of the 
morning, that lunch went down quite well. 
 

The afternoon was spent putting the sheathing on the walls, attaching the ceiling trusses and hoisting the roof sheathing 
into place and screwing it down. By the end of the day, we had an impressive barn pretty close to finished. 
 

The next day, after church, Bill and Nancy Calvert came back to add on the last of the wall sheathing to the ends of the 
structure, and some of the trim pieces. Later in the week they returned for more trim work.  
 

Then came the scary part. The peak of the roof is about 13 feet off the ground – that’s pretty far up there to have anyone 
working to get the building “in the dry” safely. Enter another parishioner, Tim Jorgenson, who’d had a lot of experience 
in roofing housing. With plenty of safety precautions – including well anchored safety ropes, harness and two-by-fours 
nailed temporarily into the roof – he and I managed to shingle the new roof, despite delays caused by the spring rains 
and sea of mud surrounding the barn and making relocating ladders difficult. 

 
The building is all but finished now, with some land-
scaping work, construction of a ramp to the double 
doors and hanging of the doors yet to be completed. 
 

Everybody who had a hand in the construction effort  
deserves all the credit we can give them. But Bill, 
Tom, Kit, Monte and Tim deserve extra credit for the 
extra work and planning expertise they contributed. 
And a special thanks to Chris Martin, who contrib-
uted a long, horizontal window for the wall opposite 
the doors to add some light to interior which we had 
not planned for. And thanks to Fr. Jeff and the Vestry 
for having the faith in all of us to approve the funding 
for the project.            
                                                              -Harry Baisden 
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Your Pledges at Work 
 

The Outreach Committee has finalized its 2022 Budget (see [below]). It is thanks to your pledges that we can help so 
many people. This year I am pleased to note that we were able to add more funding to our community feeding programs. 
We also received an employer match to support the Braddock Elementary feeding program. Although we’re not sure,  
we think what got it approved was that the match was dedicated to a community-supporting ministry (even though the 
donation went to a religious organization). We encourage you to see if your employer will support this kind of matching. 
 

You may not be familiar with all the names on our recipient list. One of our regional donations goes to Alderson Hospi-
tality House (AHH) in West Virginia, a 501(c)(3) organization. The mission of AHH is to provide support for those in-
carcerated at the Alderson Federal Prison Camp (FPC Alderson), and their families and friends, by providing temporary 
lodging, meals, transportation, emotional support and education. 
 

Since AHH opened in 1976, there have been more than 50,000 overnight guests from all over the world. They do not 
charge for their services but rely only on the generosity of guests and friends of the house for operating funds. They are 
not part of the Federal Bureau of Prisons, any church or religious organization, any government entity or any corporation 
nor do they receive any government funding. The staff, who live and work at AHH, and the Board of Directors, who are 
local community leaders, are all volunteers. 
 

Their website (https://aldersonhospitalityhouse.org) has more information, including their newsletters and links to other 
resources related to prison issues, support and criminal justice. I found the Fall 2021 newsletter interesting, learning that 
the co-directors of AHH volunteer in their community as well, including starting a feeding program and bringing the ser-
vices of their regional Shepherd’s Center to their area. And one of their Board members is a volunteer with Prison Visit-
ation and Support (PVS), a volunteer visitation program to Federal and Military prisoners throughout the United States. 
This service trains and supports volunteers who offer friendship and a listening ear to incarcerated individuals as they 
‘prepare to assume a useful place in society.’ The PVS article notes that 2.2 million persons are in prison in the United 
States, the highest rate in the world. Approximately 200,000 individuals are in the 122 Federal system of prisons. 
 

Federal Prison Camp Alderson is a minimum-security facility and one of nine Camps in the federal prison system hous-
ing only women. The current population (per the FPC Alderson website) is 604 inmates, although it can approach twice 
that number. 
 

In addition to providing financial support to AHH for years, I understand several parishioners used to drive family  
and friends of inmates to AHH and FPC. We have a long relationship with AHH, and I have invited one of the AHH  
co-directors to speak to us this year. More information later. 
 

Peace, my friends.                                                                                                                                    -Moira Skinner  
 

For you had compassion for those who were in prison…. (Hebrews 10:34) 
 

Let mutual love continue.  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained  
angels without knowing it.  Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them…. (Hebrews 13:1

https://aldersonhospitalityhouse.org
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Mother’s Day May 7 
 

Peter Larson and friends put together a beautiful salute to mothers at the 10:15 am service  
coffee hour on Mother’s Day 2022.  
 

Festivities included delicious coffee hour treats such as potatoes au gratin and other delectable 
fare including fancy cookies, mimosas and beautiful bouquets of roses and babies breath for all 
the moms (and mom-like people) to take home. Thank you Peter and all! 

Spring Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup  
of Sleepy Hollow Road 
 
Let's pick up some trash along our adopted mile of Sleepy 
Hollow Road before summer gets here! Adults and children 
over 10 are invited to don gloves and orange vests to pick  
up litter and show our neighbors we care.  
 
The cleanup will be at 2:00  p.m. on Sunday, June 5. It  
usually takes less than an hour. Meet in the church parking 
lot, and bring vests and grabbers if you have them at home. 
If you can make it, RSVP to Elizabeth at  
ehowton@stanfordalumni.org.               –Elizabeth Howton 

Here’s Peter, making Mimosas, much to our delight.  

mailto:ehowton@stanfordalumni.org
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Coffee Hour May 1 Parishioners enjoying each other’s company over coffee and snacks.  
Shown: Debbe Hughes,  Tammy Conkle, Barbara Chatelain, Jerry Sare, Chris Martin, Fred Chatelain, Al Avellino. 

Poe Feeding April 28  
 
Shown:  
Vivian Byerly, Fran Walinsky, 
Remy Jurenas, Carolyn Foley.  



  

 

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
6800 Columbia Pike 
Annandale, VA  22003 

Prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; for the well-being of all people. 
Prayers for the people of Ukraine in their hour of peril.  

Prayers for all people under duress from strife during war and civil unrest. 
Prayers for the world; for leaders of nations;  

that compassion, mercy and wisdom would guide their decisions  
for the benefit of all people. Prayers for justice and peace.  

Upcoming Youth Group Gatherings:  June 12 
We will talk about life, pray together,  

and play some  stupid games.  
All 6th through 12th graders are welcome.  

. 
Talk to Fr. Paul for more information on Youth Group meetings and mission trip.  

Do you have a graduate you’d like us to feature in a future Word?  
Please contact Barbara Hallman at bhallman1@cox.net for how to submit.  

Articles are due the 15th of the month for the following month..  

Congratulations to our Graduates: (their stories will appear in the July-August edition of The Word).  

 
 
 

Kaela Huheey, daughter of Trish and Phil and sister of Kendall, Alexandria City High School 
 
Sarah Rutherford, daughter of Gwen DeFilippi,  sister of Emily and Maggie and  
granddaughter of George and Penny DeFilippi, West Point Military Academy,  
West Point, NY. 
 
Henry Clune, son of Gina and Shawn Clune and brother of Maddie, Christopher  
Newport University, Newport News, VA.  
 
Robby Larson-Ensigner, son of Bob and Peter and brother of Heath, Justice High School 
 
Julia Victoria Lesko, daughter of Jane and David and sister of John and Jack, Justice High School 
 
James Perina, son of Amy and Hugo, brother of Allison, grandson of Joyce and Alan Aument, Fairfax High School  

mailto:pmoberly@stalbansva.org

